
 
SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

 
Chris Baker leads enterprise account activities at Stem, Inc. an energy storage and analytics 
firm focused on helping customers reduce the demand portion of their energy bills.  Stem also 
works closely with utilities to help manage capacity issues in the face of increasing renewables 
generation.  In 2008, he co-founded the Green Business Club at Columbia Business School. 
Previously, Chris was at the investor-owned utility Sempra Energy. 

Roger S. Ballentine is the Founder and President of Green Strategies Inc., a strategic 
environmental and energy consulting firm and a Venture Partner with Arborview Capital LLC, 
a private equity firm making growth capital investments in the clean energy and energy 
efficiency sectors. 

Previously, Roger was a senior member of the White House staff, serving President Bill 
Clinton as Chairman of the White House Climate Change Task Force and Deputy Assistant to 
the President for Environmental Initiatives. Roger is also the co-founder of American Council 
on Renewable Energy (ACORE) and a Member of the International Advisory Council of the 
Department of Energy’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL). Roger currently 
serves on the Boards of Directors of Perillon Software Inc., Paragon Airheater Technologies, 
Inc., and Energy Automation Systems, Inc., as well as on the Advisory Boards of Gridpoint, 
C3, Inflection Point Capital, and the Association of Rare Earth (RARE). Roger also serves on 
the Selection Committee for the United Arab Emirates’ (UAE) Zayed Future Energy Prize and 
is the Co-Chair of the Aspen Institute’s Clean Energy Forum. 

A frequent speaker and media commentator, Roger is a well-known clean energy expert and 
has been a Lecturer in the area of energy and climate policy at the Harvard Law School and a 
Senior Fellow at the Progressive Policy Institute in Washington D.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jeffrey M. Bedell, LEED AP, CEM, CEP is the Vice President, Sustainability for Macerich, one 
of the country's largest owners, operators and developers of major retail properties with a 
dynamic portfolio including some of the country's highest-performing shopping centers with 
total gross leaseable area at 72 centers exceeds 76 million sq. ft. At Macerich Jeffrey has 
focused on Energy, Operations and Sustainability. Jeffrey became one of the first 
Sustainability Executive in the retail real estate sector, and has helped Macerich become a 
leader in this area. Before Macerich, Jeffrey Bedell’s experience included sustainable 
development, utility account management, demand side management, commodity 
procurement, and project development and implementation of energy efficiency, electro-
technologies, cogeneration, central plants, thermal energy storage, controls, energy information 
systems and renewable energy. He has a BA in Economics from Occidental College and a 
Masters of Business Administration from the University of Laverne. He is a LEED Accredited 
Professional, ASHRAE and AEE member, a Certified Energy Manager (CEM) and Certified 
Energy Procurement specialist (CEP). He was the 2009 Associate Dean of the School of Green 
Buildings for the ICSC University of Shopping Centers, speaker at the ICSC 2009 Fusion 
Conference, co-chair of the 2010 and 2011 ICSC RetailGreen Conference Program Committee, 
and member of the ICSC Property Efficiency Scorecard Committee. 

 

Joseph Berman, LEED AP, GGP, is the Manager of Corporate Social Responsibility for Price 
Chopper Supermarkets. He joined the progressive Northeastern chain in 2009 as the company’s 
Environmental Certification Specialist, and in house LEED AP BD&C. In 2012, Mr. Berman 
was promoted to Manager of Sustainability en route to his settling into his current position, 
which encompasses all areas of environmental sustainability and corporate social 
responsibility. Mr. Berman has a BA from UMASS Boston and a Masters Degree from 
University College London in the UK. He has maintained LEED AP accreditation with the 
United States Green Building Council since 2009 and recently obtained his Green Globes 
Professional accreditation. Mr. Berman currently serves on numerous boards and committees at 
local, regional and national levels including: The Trade Partner Alliance GMO 
Communications Sub-Committee, The Food Marketing Institute Sustainability Executive 
Committee, the New York State Energy Research Development Authority Commercial/ 
Institutional Emerging Technologies and Accelerated Commercialization (ETAC-CI) Advisory 
Group and the Schenectady County Environmental Advisory Council. In 2013 Mr. Berman 
was honored by the Business Review as one of the top 40 professionals under forty years old in 
the Capital Region of New York State.  

 

Kyle Brekke is Vice President of Facilities for Belk where he is responsible for facilities, 
energy and sustainability for the company’s corporate office and 300+ stores.   Prior to joining 
Belk, he held positions with JCPenney, Michaels Arts & Crafts and PETCO Animal Supplies, 
directing various facility, energy and construction programs for store and corporate facilities. 
 
Kyle received a Bachelor’s Degree in Public Administration and a Construction Practices 
Certificate from San Diego State University.  He has been a member of the Professional Retail 
Store Maintenance Association (PRSM) since 2000, served on numerous committees and on 
the Board of Directors from 2005 - 2009, and was Board President from 2007 - 2008.  He is 
also an active member with the Retail Industry Leaders Association (RILA) and Edison 
Electric Institute (EEI) regarding sustainability and energy programs. 



 

William C. Caldwell, AIA, AICP, LEED AP   As Managing Director for EDENS, Bill Caldwell 
oversees pre-development, entitlement design and construction.  A licensed architect and 
LEED Accredited Professional, he has more than 20 years of experience in master planning, 
urban design and architecture, and has been responsible for several high-profile mixed-use and 
transit-oriented planning projects in major cities around the world.  Prior to joining EDENS, 
Caldwell as a Vice President in the Washington, DC office of RTKL Associates, Inc.  He is a 
member of the American Institute of Architects and is an AICP Certified Planner.  Caldwell 
received a Master of Architecture from the University of Miami and a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Design Architecture from Arizona State University.    

 

George Caraghiaur, LEED AP has a thirty-year track record of leadership and innovation in 
energy and sustainability, with hands-on experience in management, finance, sales and 
marketing, operations, and engineering.  He is the author of “A Guide to Energy Service 

Companies”, published by The Fairmont Press. 
 
George currently is the managing member of Energy & Sustainability Services LLC and serves 
on the board of directors of PACENow.  Until recently, he was the senior vice president, 
Sustainability for Simon Property Group, the nation’s largest Real Estate Investment Trust 
(REIT), where he was responsible for developing and implementing the company’s 
sustainability strategy, including energy efficiency, waste recycling, renewable energy, tenant 
engagement, sustainable construction, and transparent reporting.   He previously was senior 
vice president, Energy & Procurement and responsible for managing the procurement of over 
$500 million annually in energy, waste handling, and supply chain services, as well as $200 
million in Net Operating Income from the delivery of energy and operation services, including 
electricity, water & sewer, gas, chilled media, waste handling, and parking services.  Mr. 
Caraghiaur has been instrumental in the industry-wide recognition of Simon’s sustainability 
practices, which resulted in back-to-back Leader in the Light Awards for eight consecutive 
years from the National Association of Real Estate Investment Trusts (NAREIT) and inclusion 
in the CDP’s  Global 500 Carbon Disclosure Leadership Index for greenhouse gas reporting. 

 

Amanda Cunningham, LEED AP BD+C  Amanda joined Kohl’s Department Stores in 2004. 
As Sustainability Project Manager for Kohl’s, Amanda manages the execution of Kohl’s 3 
Gold Prototypes in LEED for Retail NC, LEED for Retail CI, and LEED for Existing 
Buildings Operations & Maintenance.  In addition to volume certification projects, Kohl’s 
LEED certifies non-retail facilities accounting for over 430 total LEED certified locations.  
Beyond LEED, Amanda serves as a sustainability resource for the company, including team 
members in design, construction and operations of Kohl’s Department Stores. 

Prior to her sustainability role, Amanda practiced as an Interior Designer.  She managed large 
scale department moves at Kohl’s Department Stores corporate headquarters, managed 
contractors, and designed multiple spaces including office space, daycare rooms, a kitchen and 
serving area. 

 



Duane J. Desiderio is Senior Vice President and Counsel, Real Estate Roundtable. He has 
advocated on behalf of the real estate industry for nearly 20 years, seeking policy solutions that 
balance responsible economic development while conserving energy and environmental 
resources.  He is currently Senior Vice President and Counsel with The Real Estate Roundtable 
(www.rer.org) in Washington, D.C.  The Roundtable represents the leadership of the nation’s 
top 100 privately-owned and publicly-held real estate ownership, development, lending and 
management firms, as well as the elected leaders of the 16 major national real estate industry 
trade associations.   
 
Mr. Desiderio’s legislative and regulatory portfolio emphasizes energy, environmental, 
immigration, infrastructure, and land use policy.  He manages The Roundtable’s advocacy on 
these issues with The White House, Congress, and executive branch departments.  Mr. 
Desiderio staffs The Roundtable’s Sustainability Policy Advisory Committee (SPAC).  He has 
testified to the U.S. Senate and has prepared witnesses for numerous congressional hearings on 
energy efficiency, wetlands, endangered species, land development, and property rights matters 
as they affect the built environment.           
 
Prior to joining The Real Estate Roundtable, Mr. Desiderio was a vice president at the National 
Association of Home Builders where he developed and managed its nationwide litigation 
program.  His tenure resulted in over 50 reported opinions in federal and state courts, including 
a winning decision in NAHB v. Defenders of Wildlife, 551 U.S. 664 (2007). Mr. Desiderio is 
admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court and other federal courts, and is a member 
of the bars of New York, the District of Columbia, and Maryland. 

 
Sanjiv Devnani, P.E.  Sanjiv “Sunny” Devnani is a senior engineer based out of Salt Lake 
City, UT and has been working in the energy efficiency field since 2005. He currently directs 
kW Engineering’s Utah office supporting Rocky Mountain Power’s wattsmart DSM program 
in Utah, Idaho and Wyoming. His work and passion focuses on performance analysis of 
mechanical systems in buildings to support both retrofit and new construction applications.  He 
has completed hundreds of energy audits at grocery stores, big-box retail outlets, large 
commercial buildings, malls, conventions centers, quick service restaurants (QSR), educational 
institutions (K-12), light industrial and agri-business facilities. His auditing work has taken him 
across the US as well as internationally.  He is a member of ASHRAE and co-authored the 
Building Energy Modeling: An ASHRAE Certification Study guide. Sunny is a registered 
Professional Engineer and has a M.S. in Engineering Management and a B.S. in Chemical 
Engineering. Currently he is leading a Grocery Monitoring based Commissioning pilot study 
under contract with ComEd’s Smart Ideas for Your Business program in Illinois to evaluate the 
potential from low-cost recommissioning-based strategies for energy savings in grocery stores.   

 
Ian Doebber, MA is a Commercial Researcher and Engineer for the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory in Golden, CO.  He joined the Commercial Buildings Research team in 
2008 after 3 years as a Mechanical Engineer at Arup designing HVAC and Façade systems.  
While at NREL, his expertise has been in laboratory testing, modeling and field monitoring of 
standard and advanced HVAC systems.  He also focuses on providing integrated design 
assistance through the use of advanced modeling programs.  He has an M.S. as a Mechanical 
Engineer from Virginia Tech, and a B.S. as a Mechanical Engineer from Bucknell University. 



 

Christie Gamble, LEED Green Associate  is the Sustainability Director at CarbonCure 
Technologies, Inc. in Halifax, Nova Scotia.  CarbonCure is the recipient of the 
BuildingGreen.com “Top 10 Green Building Products for 2013” Award.  Her mission is to 
educate and engage the design and development community around CarbonCure's efforts to 
improve sustainability in the concrete industry. Christie promotes material transparency 
through the creation of EPDs and HPDs for CarbonCure's manufacturing partners. She is an 
active member of the HPD Manufacturers Advisory Panel developing HPD version 2.0.  

 

Abigail Jagoda is the Director of Federal Government Relations at ICSC.  Based in 
Washington, D.C., ICSC’s Office of Global Public Policy actively shapes public policy and 
influences the Federal, State, local, provincial and European Union's legislative, regulatory and 
political processes for the benefit of the retail real estate industry.  Abby lobbies the U.S. 
Congress and federal agencies on behalf of ICSC members on matters related to land use, 
environmental issues, and energy efficiency.  Abby also staffs ICSC’s Government Relations 
Environmental Subcommittee, a volunteer committee comprising of owner/developers, 
retailers, consultants and attorneys with interest in environmental and energy policy at the 
federal, state, and local levels.  Abby has been with ICSC’s Office of Global Public Policy 
since fall 2013. 
 
Prior to joining ICSC, Abby served as Public Policy Advisor at Blank Rome Government 
Relations, where she worked with clients in the real estate, retail, energy, transportation, and 
telecommunications industries.  Abby also has experience working in the U.S. Senate and 
House of Representatives. 
 
Abby holds a Masters of Public Policy from the University of Southern California and a 
Bachelor of Sciences from Northeastern University.    



Joe Jaworski, RPA, FMA is Vice President - National Operations, for Westfield, LLC.  He 
joined Westfield in September, 2008,  He is responsible for all physical assets of Westfield 
U.S. portfolio, including shopping centers, commercial office properties, corporate 
headquarters, and regional offices. Includes direct responsibility of Sustainability, Energy 
Management/Procurement, Maintenance, Facilities, Corporate Services, and Engineering. 
Also, responsible for Capital Budget planning and management.  He was previously Senior 
Vice President, Corporate Real Estate, for FirstBank, from 2005-2008.  
 
At FirstBank, he was responsible for a corporate and commercial portfolio of approximately 
300 properties, including the corporate headquarters, retail banking centers in 7 states, regional 
office properties, retail strip centers, commercial office properties, data centers, and 
warehouses. Executive leadership of 8 major functions: Site Selection, Lease Administration, 
Facilities/Property Management, Transactions, Legal, Design & Construction, Development, 
and Security representing the entire real estate life cycle. Sole signatory of the company 
involving real estate transactions, responsible for all acquisitions/dispositions, leases as lessee 
or lessor, architecture/interior design, construction/demolition, and ongoing 
management/security.   
 
He has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Managerial Economics and Political Science from 
Washington University in St. Louis. Joseph Jaworski has an RPA - Real Property 
Administrator and an FMA - Facilities Management Administrator, both from BOMA 
International.  He is a member of the ICSC Property Efficiency Scorecard Committee and the 
ICSC RetailGreen Conference Program Planning Committee. 

 
Abby Johnson, LEED AP O+M  Abby founded Abacus Property Solutions in 2009 to assist 
property owners in upgrading their buildings with energy efficient and clean energy 
technologies that were sorely lacking in the commercial real estate industry.  Over the last five 
years, Abby has helped building owners fund energy efficiency related projects through 
various financial tools including public/private incentives, DOE grants, and specialty financing 
mechanisms such as PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy). With expertise in both 
commercial real estate finance and building energy assessment, Abby has provided her clients 
with comprehensive solutions that maximize building performance and cash flow, driven from 
a completely independent perspective.  Prior to founding Abacus, Abby worked for over 15 
years in the commercial real estate industry, both in the US and Europe. She specialized in 
originating and underwriting the acquisition, re-finance and construction of commercial 
projects.  Abby has authored numerous articles on energy efficiency and green building topics, 
and is a frequent speaker and instructor. She holds a Bachelor of Architectural History from the 
University of Virginia and a Master in International Economics and Management from 
L'Universita' SDA Bocconi in Milan, Italy.  Abby holds the LEED AP O+M designation that 
focuses on incorporating green building principles into existing buildings. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Jesse Jones is Director of Project Development, West for SolarCity. Jesse has extensive 
experience in the renewable energy sector. At SolarCity, Jesse is in charge of the company’s 
project development in the western region.  Prior to joining SolarCity, Jesse was the Executive 
Vice President of Market Development and Finance at Gehrlicher Solar America Corp 
(GSAC). His involvement at GSAC ranged from business development and strategic initiative 
development to the management of new as well as key accounts.  Jesse was also the founder of 
CleanPath Renewable Development, a project origination and development firm that was later 
acquired by CleanPath Ventures.  

 
Nils Kok, Ph.D. is the executive director and co-founder of the Global Real Estate 
Sustainability Benchmark (GRESB); a premier investor-driven initiative to assess the 
environmental and social performance of the global real estate investment industry. 
 
Nils also holds a position as an Associate Professor in Finance and Real Estate at Maastricht 
University, the Netherlands. He is the recipient of a prestigious three-year grant from the Dutch 
National Science Foundation for his work on the intersection of energy efficiency and finance 
in the real estate sector.  

 
Sara Kurovski is a ‘native’ and a ‘captive’ of the great state of Iowa. Born and raised in the 
capital city, she learned all about hard work but it was her time spent on her grandparent’s farm 
where she was first introduced to recycling and reusing. Those life instructions became 
engrained into her lifestyle and have led her to where she is today. Sara left the state to attend 
Truman State University and received her degree in Communications. Post-graduation she 
began work for the local solid waste agency (Metro Waste Authority) as an intern, where she 
quickly moved up throughout the organization. For a stint of time she was the recycling 
coordinator and worked with business and the residential community on starting, improving or 
growing their recycling programs. After that she was promoted to Environmental Compliance 
Manager where she undertook the large task of creating and managing the regulatory 
compliance program for the organization. It was during this time that she finished grad school 
and received her master’s in public administration. Her responsibilities grew at MWA and then 
moved on to be the Operations Program Manager. This is where she led program management 
and development and was also a part of the first tier of landfills to participate in the 
Environmental Management System for the state. After a few years in this position Sara and 
through plenty of involvement in her city, she decided to run for mayor. This story gained 
national attention and it landed her in Sheryl Sandberg’s latest book: Lean in for Graduates. In 
November 2013, she was the first female mayor to be elected in the history of Pleasant Hill and 
is also the youngest in the Des Moines metro area. In 2014 Sara made the change from the 
public sector to the private sector and started her work as the Manager of Sustainability at Kum 
& Go; to undertake the opportunity to help grow Kyle Krause’s vision of sustainability.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Patrick Leonard, PMP, LEED AP   Patrick directs the Portfolio Services practices at Paladino 
and Company, an internationally recognized green building consulting firm. His team assists 
portfolio owners to optimize the performance of their built assets, by implementing 
sustainability strategies and best management practices during design, construction and 
operations. He has a background in mechanical engineering but focuses most of his energy on 
helping organizations reengineer to achieve more sustainable outcomes.  He is responsible for 
planning, creating and implementing commissioning and retro-commissioning programs, 
resource optimization, monitoring and verification and LEED certification strategies for 
building portfolios. 
 
Patrick led the first REIT through LEED EBOM volume program, certifying 30 buildings; 
guided the owner and design team to achieve the first LEED Platinum certification for a frozen 
food processing plant; and supported an audit of utility data across an international portfolio of 
19,000 Department of State buildings to identify actionable sustainability key performance 
indicators.   He is a major player in the development of the ICSC Property Efficiency 
Scorecard Program, working with a steering committee of ICSC members from the developer 
community.  

 

Kathy Loftus As the global leader of sustainable engineering and energy management, Kathy 
Loftus is in charge of coordinating sustainability programs, including overall company impact 
reporting. She also directs engineering, energy management and maintenance best practices 
and green building and strategic energy procurement efforts for Whole Foods Market. She has 
been in the role for more than six years and also sits on the Steering Committee for the U.S. 
DOE’s Commercial Buildings Energy Alliance. Kathy also coordinates EPA Program 
partnerships and has served as an advisor for the Grocery sector for the USGBC’s LEED 
program.  
 
In addition to roles as Director of Business Development for a start-up energy technology firm 
and an electric utility company, Kathy spent eight years as Director of Energy & 
Environmental Management for Shaw's Supermarkets. She was also a past chairperson of 
FMI’s Energy & Technical Services Committee, and a participant on the 2005 New England 
Roundtable on Federal Renewable Energy Policy. She is currently participating on the State 
Energy Efficiency Action Network’s Utility Motivation Working Group, and holds a BS in 
Mechanical Engineering from Worcester Polytechnic Institute. She recently served eight years 
on the Advisory Committee of the Massachusetts Renewable Energy Trust and now serves on 
the State’s Large Scale Retail Development Solar, Energy Efficiency & Smart Buildings 
Committees. Finally, she has been appointed to her town’s Renewable Energy Commission, 
and chairs the Board of Directors of Clean Air-Cool Planet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gayle A. McCutchan is Vice President, Commodity Sales for Noble Americas Energy 
Solutions.   She leads the commodity sales team for the organization, which was formerly 
known as Sempra Energy Solutions.  She has been with Noble and the Sempra family of 
companies for more than 20 years, originally working for Southern California Gas Company in 
a variety of customer service and sales management roles.  During the deregulation of 
California’s energy market in the mid ‘90’s, Gayle moved to the team that formed Sempra 
Energy Solutions – the unregulated affiliate of Sempra Energy – to provide energy and energy- 
related products and services to commercial and industrial customers. 
 
Before joining Southern California Gas Company in 1991, Gayle sailed as an engineer in the 
U.S. Merchant Marine and worked as a control operator at a first-generation renewable 
biomass power plant in Northern California.  She has a B.S. in Marine Engineering from the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy and an MBA from California State University, Fullerton.  She 
is a Chartered Industrial Gas Consultant.    

 

Ana Meyer, LEED AP, MBA  Ana Meyer oversees the Sustainability program for Verizon 
Wireless. In the year Ana has been in the role, she has established a Verizon Wireless 
Sustainability Council and a sustainability scorecard that tracks and measures the performance 
of our top sustainability initiatives within the Verizon Wireless departments. This includes 
consumer product green standards, LEED retail and global real estate goals, energy programs 
and more. Ana has also developed, lead and implemented consumer facing green product 
initiatives such as ECO Specs, an ingredients label for all Verizon Wireless devices that just 
like a nutritional label allows a consumer to make healthy choices, our ECO Specs label allows 
a customer to compare devices and chose how green they want to be. It is not a rating system, 
but a communication tool that addresses the two barriers for green purchase: not enough green 
information and lack of product choices. Ana's additional responsibilities include the 
development of consumer facing sustainability videos and commercials in partnership with 
each vertical within Verizon Wireless.  
 
Ana received for Bachelor's of Architecture from NJIT, and her MBA in Marketing from Seton 
Hall Universities. Ana is also a LEED AP and has developed and led award winning 
sustainability programs. Her past roles and responsibilities in other organizations included 
product development, stakeholder engagement and communications, to name a few.  

 

Brad N. Mondschein, ESQ. practices in the area of emerging technologies and alternative 

energy products.  Mr. Mondschein is chair of Pullman & Comley’s Green Development 

practice. He represents alternative energy manufacturers; component manufacturers; energy 

service companies; end-users and aggregators in corporate transactions, procurement, 

installation and maintenance negotiations, joint venture agreements and on regulatory and 

legislative issues.  Brad Mondschein is a member of the ICSC RetailGreen Conference 

Program Planning Committee. 

 

 

 

 



Don A. Moseley, P.E., Senior Manager of Multilevel Facilities & Increasingly Sustainable 
Facilities working on Prototype and New Format Developments within the Real Estate 
Division for Walmart.  Don is currently engaged in and assisting with the leadership of the 
Global Energy & Facilities Sustainable Value Network (GEF-SVN) at Walmart. This network 
exists to save money and help people live better by leveraging sustainability in all phases of 
global building design, construction, and operations.  The GEF-SVN facilitates Walmart’s 
global efforts to operate for less and reduce environmental impact and coordinates Walmart’s 
efforts to be supplied globally by 100% renewable energy. Additionally, Don manages and 
maintains the domestic landscape and irrigation guidelines, specifications, and details; assists 
with the design of Walmart's domestic multi-level projects; assists with projects that are 
incorporating green roofs; projects that incorporate rainwater harvesting systems; and projects 
pursuing USGBC LEED or other third party certifications. Previously in his Walmart career, 
Don managed the design of Walmart’s Experimental Stores in McKinney, TX, and Aurora, 
CO, which both opened in 2005.  Don has worked for Walmart for the past 25 years and prior 
to Walmart worked for the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department. Don is a 
graduate of Vanderbilt University and David Lipscomb College, both of Nashville, TN, and is 
a registered professional civil engineer. Don serves ICSC working on the program committee 
for the ICSC Retail Green Conference and is also a member of the ICSC Government 
Relations Environmental Subcommittee.  
 
 

Sucharita B. Mulpuru-Kodali is Vice President and Principal Analyst, serving eBusiness & 
Channel Strategy Professionals at Forrester Research.  She is a leading expert on eCommerce, 
multichannel retail, consumer behavior, and trends in the online shopping space. She is also a 
noted authority on technology developments that affect the online commerce industry and 
vendors that facilitate online marketing and merchandising. In her research, Sucharita covers 
such consumer-oriented topics as eCommerce forecasting and trends, merchandising best 
practices, conversion optimization, and social computing in the retail world. She has also 
authored "The State Of Retailing Online," a joint study conducted annually with Shop.org and 
a leading industry benchmark publication. 
 
Prior to Forrester, Sucharita was the director of marketing at Saks Fifth Avenue, where she 
managed the customer acquisition, retention, and market research efforts for the $2 billion 
luxury retailer's online channel. Prior to Saks, she held management positions at Toys R Us, 
where she was a merchant in the Babies R Us division and a store manager in one of the 
company's largest toy stores. She also worked for the Walt Disney Company, where she 
developed and managed marketing plans for new business initiatives, including the Disney 
Stores, the Disney Cruise Line, and Club Disney.  Additionally, she was involved in the 
expansion of Cap Cities/ABC properties, specifically ESPN Zone, ESPN Magazine, and the 
Go.com network. She has written two nonfiction books and has contributed to BusinessWeek 
Online.  She spoke at the ICSC NOI+ Asset Management Conference in November, 2014.  
Sucharita Mulpuru-Kodali holds a B.A. in economics from Harvard University and an M.B.A. 
from the Stanford Graduate School of Business. 
 

 

 



Richard D. Murphy is Managing Director, Sustainable Growth for the American Gas 
Association (AGA).  Rick Murphy has been working with AGA’s Leadership Team and 
member companies on the development and execution of AGA’s program focused on long 
term demand growth opportunities for the natural gas utility industry by exploring new 
business models and leadership strategies for natural gas utilities to deploy in a clean energy 
economy.  
 
Mr. Murphy has held senior level positions in the utility industry over a 30 year career with a 
focus in marketing, business development, energy efficiency, account management, 
community relations and customer service.  Prior to working with the AGA in his current role, 
Mr. Murphy was Senior Vice President of Energy Solutions Services for National Grid, a 
natural gas and electric utility serving approximately 4 million customers in the northeast 
United States.   
 
Mr. Murphy earned his MBA degree from Northeastern University and a BSBA degree from 
the University of Massachusetts - Lowell.  He has served on a number of boards including 
Boston’s A Better City and the Massachusetts Economic Development Council.  He has been 
active in both the American Gas Association and the Northeast Gas Association. 

 

Darryl Neate, M.B.A., LEED AP is Director, Sustainability for Oxford Properties Group. Darryl 
leads the sustainability strategy for his company , a  commercial real estate firm with over 40 
million square feet of Office, Retail, Industrial, Residential and Hotel property. .He works on 
green  building programs that make financial sense and improve performance and is 
responsible for Oxford's industry-leading Sustainable Intelligence program.  Darryl is active 
across a range of real estate advisory groups & committees in Canada and teaches the 
REALpac introductory course on corporate responsibility and sustainability.  He has an 
undergraduate degree in Environmental Studies from the University of Waterloo, an MBA 
from the Schulich School of Business at York University, and is a LEED Accredited 
Professional.  Darryl Neate is a member of the ICSC RetailGreen Conference Program 
Planning  Committee and the ICSC Property Efficiency Scorecard Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mark Peternell, B.E.P, LEED AP is Vice President, Sustainability for Regency Centers, a 
Jacksonville, FL based pubic real estate investment trust and officed in the Denver, CO area. 
Regency Centers is a national developer, owner and operator of grocery-anchored 
neighborhood and community retail shopping centers with a real estate portfolio that 
encompasses over 450 high-quality properties.  Peternell is responsible for implementing and 
evolving Regency’s corporate sustainability and green building initiatives – Greengenuity.   
Prior to Regency, Peternell worked for Forest City Enterprises’ Commercial Group, where he 
was responsible for the development of the company’s retail portfolio in Denver, including 
Northfield Stapleton.  The project is one of the first shopping centers in the nation to 
successfully integrate Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification 
into a new retail development.     
 
Peternell serves as a member of the United States Green Building Council’s (USGBC) LEED 
for Retail Committee, ICSC’s Environmental Sub-Committee, and Real Estate Roundtable’s 
Sustainability Policy Advisory Committee.  Peternell attended the University of Colorado at 
Boulder and holds an MBA with a concentration in real estate, a Master of Science in 
Environmental Studies, and a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies.  He spoke at the 
2013 ICSC NOI+ Asset Management Conference and is a past member of the ICSC 
RetailGreen Conference Program Committee.  Mark is a current member of the ICSC Property 
Efficiency Scorecard Steering Committee. 

 

Marcel S. Proskow, CRX, CDP is President for Maxam Design International, a retail 
design/consulting firm with offices in Calgary, Alberta and Vancouver, British Columbia. Mr. 
Proskow has been involved in design for over 30 years, covering a broad spectrum of retail 
development from shopping centers to retailer branding and identity programs. He is 
responsible for marketing and corporate development of the company, and has developed 
Maxam Design International into an internationally recognized design firm. He is very active 
in ICSC and is the Past Provincial Director for Western Canada. He is a frequent speaker at 
retail conferences on a variety of topics pertinent to the industry.  He is a member of the ICSC 
RetailGreen Conference Program Planning Committee. 

 
Chris Rau is the Director of Energy Management at Forest City Enterprises, Inc., a Cleveland, 
OH-based commercial real estate company.  Chris is primarily responsible for implementing 
energy procurement and utility management programs across Forest City’s national real estate 
portfolio.  In addition, Chris oversees the energy benchmarking and reporting practices, and 
spearheads engagement programs for tenant energy use in Forest City’s commercial assets. 
 
Prior to joining Forest City, Chris worked at the Council of Smaller Enterprises, a small 
business support organization in Cleveland, where he developed and implemented strategic 
energy management programs resulting in lower energy costs for the region’s small- to mid-
sized businesses.  In addition, Chris has previous experience managing the implementation of 
energy efficiency projects for a Washington, DC-based energy service company.  Chris is a 
Certified Business Energy Professional (BEP) and received a Bachelor of Arts from 
Georgetown University in Economics and Environmental Studies.  He is a member of the 
ICSC RetailGreen Conference Program Planning Committee. 

 



Jennifer Scheib joined NREL in 2009 and works in the Commercial Buildings Research 
Group as a lighting engineer. She focuses on the modeling and field testing of daylighting and 
lighting control technologies. Jennifer also helps building owners to achieve and maintain net 
zero energy status in operations. This work is based on her experience with the development 
and execution of the acquisition process for net zero energy buildings on the NREL campus.  
Prior to joining NREL, Jennifer was part of the Daylighting Analysis Group at Architectural 
Energy Corporation where she took part in the development of Sensor Placement + 
Optimization Tool (SPOT), which won LightFair’s Most Innovative Product of the Year in 
2008. 

 
Sean Selby, AIA, LEED AP BD + C is Principal for Arrowstreet, Inc. in Boston, MA. He has 
completed eight LEED certified buildings including the design of LL Bean's Hunting & 
Fishing Store which became the first LEED certified retail building in the state of Maine. In 
Amherst, Massachusetts, he is finishing a pilot residential project in the LEED for Homes 
Multifamily Mid-rise program. Not all of Sean’s projects are LEED, but he advises his clients 
toward the intersection of sustainability, green design, and high commercial value. In addition 
to serving on the International Council of Shopping Centers RetailGreen committee, he also 
organizes an annual “B2Green” event, a mini-exposition of businesses showcasing sustainable 
products and strategies in Somerville, Massachusetts. Sean has a Bachelor of Architecture from 
University of Kentucky and a Master of Architecture from Cornell University. He is co-chair 
of the ICSC RetailGreen Conference Program Planning Committee. 

 
Ellen Sinreich, LEED AP, ESQ. is the founder and President of Green Edge, LLC. In this role, 
Sinreich combines green building expertise with in-depth real estate and legal know-how to 
provide clients with strategies that increase the profitability of their assets and companies. Her 
projects range from the creation of a regional framework for financing energy efficiency 
improvements to greening the leasing process for a 1.25 million square foot institutional tenant 
and greening the facilities-related supply chain of a global financial services firm.  Besides 
leading the success of Green Edge, Sinreich is a practicing real estate attorney, on the faculty 
of New York University’s Schack Institute of Real Estate, Program Chair of the Urban Land 
Institute’s NY Women’s Leadership Initiative, Co-Chair of the International Council of 
Shopping Center’s NY Alliance Committee and has held numerous leadership positions with 
the New York City Bar Association. A frequently sought-after speaker, she has lectured at the 
Wharton School of Business, Georgetown Law School and Columbia University.  She is the 
ICSC New York State Director, a member of the faculty for the ICSC 2014 University of 
Shopping Centers, and is a member of the ICSC RetailGreen Conference Program Planning 
Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 



Adam Sledd, LEED Green Associate is Program Director, Institute for Market Transformation. 
Adam leads IMT's efforts engaging the commercial real estate industry in energy-efficiency 
strategies. He works with individual companies, trade associations, and government agencies 
to save energy and money by incorporating sustainability into the landlord-tenant relationship. 
His recent projects include the development and successful launch of the Green Lease Leaders 
recognition program with the Department of Energy’s Better Buildings Alliance, producing the 
RILA-IMT Retail Green Lease Primer, and managing www.greenleaselibrary.com. Adam is 
also a leader in educating commercial brokers on sustainability issues, having developed 
training initiatives in Colorado, Ohio, Maryland, Virginia, Washington DC, and Pennsylvania. 

Prior to joining IMT, Adam was a founding partner at Sledd Properties LLC in Richmond, 
Virginia, where  he managed both shopping center and office properties and oversaw several 
multi-million dollar redevelopment projects.  Adam has also worked extensively in the film 
and publishing industries. 

Adam received his bachelor’s degree in media studies from Pitzer College and an MBA in Real 
Estate from American University. He is also a LEED Green Associate. 

 
Curtis Slife, AIA, NCARB, FMP, CFM, IFMA Fellow is President and Chief Executive Officer for 
FM Solutions in Phoenix.  For the IFMA -Utilities Council, he is a Past President (2001) and 
won Council of Year and is currently Liaison between UC and IFMA.  He is also Chair of 
USGBC of Arizona; founder and President of FM Forum: President of the Presidents Group; 
on the Board of Arizona State University; and is on the IFMA Facility Management 
Accreditation Commission Board. 
 
Curtis is an Arizona State University Instructor for the Masters in Facility Management, which 
covers not only Facility Management, but also Energy Management, Project Management, 
Facility Assessments and Sustainability.  He has won many design awards and has achieved 
many LEED certified projects under his control.  He has Bachelor of Science in Interior 
Architecture from Kansas State University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Will S. Teichman joined Kimco Realty Corporation in February 2011, and serves as Director 
of Sustainability.  As the largest public owner of neighborhood and community shopping 
centers North America, Kimco’s portfolio includes 840 properties across the United States, 
Puerto Rico, Canada, Mexico and South America.  In his role, Will leads the development, 
implementation and communication of company initiatives aimed at improving the 
environmental, social and economic performance of Kimco’s shopping centers. 
 
Prior to his current role, Will held positions in the retail and management consulting industries, 
developing sustainability strategies for large organizations.  He was a founding member of the 
sustainability consultancy Clear Carbon which was acquired by Deloitte in 2010.  Prior to 
joining Kimco, will was employed by Target Corporation in Minneapolis, MN. 
 
Will holds an MBA from the Darden Graduate School of Business Administration at the 
University of Virginia, and a BA in Economics and Politics with a certificate in Environmental 
Studies from Washington and Lee University.  He is an active member of ICSC and the 
Department of Energy’s Better Buildings Alliance where he serves on several sustainability 
working groups.  Will currently serves on the Board of Directors for the non-profit Sustain 
Charlotte, and is a member of the ICSC RetailGreen Program Planning Committee and the 
ICSC Property Efficiency Scorecard Steering Committee. 

 

John Trujillo has 22 years of local government experience and is currently the Assistant 
Director for the City of Phoenix Public Works Department.  As the Assistant Public Works 
Director, John has managed all major programs and operations for Public Works, including 
facilities maintenance, energy, administration, fleet maintenance and solid waste.  Currently, 
he is managing the Solid Waste Services program, which includes over 600 employees, 
collection of 390,000 residences for garbage and recycling, management of 6 closed and 1 
open landfill, 2 transfer stations, 2 municipal recycling facilities, and a $148 million dollar 
budget. John currently serves as the chair of the National American Public Works Association 
(APWA) Solid Waste Committee.   John holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil 
Engineering from Northern Arizona University. 

 

Patricia D. Westerhouse, CRX, CLS, CSM  Pat has been involved in the real estate industry for 
over 25 years.  She is currently the Vice President of Property Management and Finance for 
Casto Southeast Realty Services.  She oversees the property management portfolio comprising 
22 properties and 5,000,000 s.f. in six states.  Primary experience is shopping center operations 
including marketing, security, maintenance, sustainability, merchant relations, budgeting and 
reporting.  Additionally, she has negotiated numerous office and retail leases for both national 
and local tenants.  Pat is licensed in the state of Florida as a Certified Public Accountant, 
Community Association Manager and a Real Estate Broker. Pat is also licensed as a Real 
Estate Broker in the states of North Carolina, Georgia and Virginia.  She is a member of ICSC 
and the American and Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

 

 

 

 



Jerry Yudelson, P.E. was named president of the Green Building Initiative (GBI) in January 
2014. He is also a LEED Fellow, Federal GSA National Peer Professional and the author of 13 
books on green buildings, water conservation, green homes, green marketing and sustainable 
development including his 2013 book, The World’s Greenest Buildings: Promise vs. 
Performance in Sustainable Design. 
 
As president of the GBI, Jerry is committed to developing rating and certification tools that 
provide practitioners with “A Practical Approach to Green Building.” As GBI President, Jerry 
is leading the development and updating of GBI’s rating tools for new construction, sustainable 
interiors and operational excellence in existing buildings. 
 
Jerry is a registered professional engineer with more than 25 years’ experience. He holds 
engineering degrees from Caltech and Harvard University and an MBA (with highest honors) 
from the University of Oregon. From 2007 to 2009, he held the position of Research Scholar 
for Retail Real Estate Sustainability for ICSC. 

 

Karla Zens, LEED AP is the Director of Business Development at Capital Pacific, a leading 
brokerage firm based in San Francisco that sells retail real estate investments on a national 
platform. She specifically leads CP Green, Capital Pacific’s green brokerage program. Her 
objective is to make meaningful, productive connections between owners/ developers and 
investors as they endeavor to create more sustainable retail projects. 
 
Karla works to shape the green building market through leadership and speaking roles with 
ICSC and the USGBC. Karla has also driven high-level marketing strategy for Capital Pacific 
and executed creative campaigns that have helped transform Capital Pacific into a brand that is 
known and respected across the U.S. 
 
Karla grew up on Vancouver Island in Canada, and came to San Francisco via Yale University, 
where she studied Political Science. Karla is the co-chair of  the ICSC RetailGreen Conference 
Program Planning Committee. 

 


