Speaker Biographies
Boyle Beth has emerged as one of BC’s most accomplished individuals in business in Vancouver. In addition to starting a PR firm in 2007 and becoming a Partner behind a million plus brand in 2011, Beth started a property management company in 2015, Long Game Holdings Inc. consisting of various assets in Vancouver.  With over twelve years’ experience in real estate and architecture in Canada and the U.S., Beth has been able to create leading communications strategies for major real estate and lifestyle brands such as Bosa Properties, Grosvenor Americas, Cressey Developments, and Ford Canada and Starbucks Canada. In addition to her role as Partner at Talk Shop, which has been named one of Canada’s Top 100 Employers named by Globe and Mail, Beth is currently studying at Sauder School of Business for her Urban Land Economics Degree.  Beth also sits on several boards including: Urban Land Institute, is a social entrepreneur, an avid volunteer with organizations such as: the Women’s President and Entrepreneurs Organization, Social Venture Partners, has served as an instructor at SFU and is a recent recipient of Business in Vancouver’s Top 40 Under 40 Award.

Decker Ivan one of Canada's leading young comedians, Ivan Decker is a hilarious voice for the millennial generation. His fun and silly approach to stand up often reveals the humor hiding in the everyday trials of today’s young adult with careful dissection, brilliant timing, and intelligent observation. He has performed stand-up comedy Canada wide with numerous television and radio appearances including regular spots on the popular CBC program “The Debaters," 3 performances at the prestigious Just for Laughs festival in Montreal and multiple TV tapings as part of the Winnipeg and Halifax Comedy festivals for CBC.

Dickinson Arlene “The purpose of marketing is to deliver results,” says Arlene Dickinson, renowned CBC “dragon” and one of Canada’s most successful communications entrepreneurs. Whether explaining how to leverage marketing in even the toughest of economic times, sharing backstage stories from “The Den,” or giving audiences a look into her personal story of success, Dickinson’s experience and expertise always shine through. Dickinson is one of Canada’s most renowned independent marketing communications entrepreneurs. As CEO of Venture Communications, her creative and strategic approach has turned the company into a powerhouse with a blue chip client list.  She is also the CEO of YouInc.com, a company she founded in 2012 that is dedicated to serving and investing in entrepreneurs and the entrepreneurial lifestyle. Dickinson is best known to Canadians as one of the venture capitalists on the award-winning CBC series Dragons’ Den, The Big Decision, and marketing expert on Recipe to Riches.  She is the author of two books, the number one bestselling book, Persuasion, and her most recent bestselling release, All In. Her success and leadership has been recognized with multiple honours and awards including: Canada’s Most Powerful Women Top 100, the Pinnacle Award for Entrepreneurial Excellence, as well as PROFIT and Chatelaine’s TOP 100 Women Business Owners. A generous philanthropist, supporter of many important causes and mother of four and grandmother of five, Dickinson is proud to be the national spokesperson for The Breakfast Clubs of Canada since 2010.Dickinson is an Honorary Captain of the Royal Canadian Navy and is the recipient of honorary degrees from Mount Saint Vincent University, Saint Mary’s University and the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology.  She sits on the Leadership Council of the Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics and is the proud recipient of The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal.

Gervais Denis with a background in interior architecture and over 45 years in the retail design industry, Denis has a long list of achievements, including holding the position of Professor of Design at Dawson College, Montreal, where he also served as Chairman of the Interior Design Department. Denis is a frequent lecturer and panel judge at various international forums and design competitions. Through innovative design, Denis has brought retail success to innumerable retailers and property owners. That singular goal has driven Denis, and the company he helped start in 1985, to think bigger, innovate more and create work that has shaped the retail design industry.

Howe Dan joined Save-On-Foods in 2012 as Vice President of Marketing, Communications and More Rewards. In this capacity, Dan oversees all aspects of the company’s marketing initiatives, its in-house loyalty program, internal communications, and the company’s in-house brand, Western Family.Drawing from experience gained over two decades in marketing and more than 15 in the food industry, Dan leads an innovative team through every stage of marketing and communications initiatives from development to deployment. Under his strategic guidance, the company has implemented customer marketing initiatives including Talk about Fresh Solutions, Talk about What’s New, and Darrell’s Deals to great success. Dan’s business savvy and people-sense led the company to its long-term campaign as the leading customer service provider in the industry, and has positioned Save-On-Foods and its employees as a business and people who ‘go the extra mile’ every day for their neighbours.

Humphries Katie-Ellen With a sensibility that falls somewhere between the locker room and the library, Katie-Ellen delights audiences with her unique voice, hilarious perspective and sharp wit. A featured performer at Just For Laughs Northwest, San Francisco Sketchfest and Seattle’s Bumbershoot Music & Arts Festival, Katie-Ellen is making a name for herself as an emerging comedic talent throughout Canada and the U.S. Recent TV appearances include The Funny Pit (CMT), The Winnipeg Comedy Festival (CBC) and The Halifax Comedy Festival (CBC). Katie is also a 3-time Canadian National Open Water 5k Swim Champion; that’s unrelated to comedy, but it explains the shoulders.

Jackman Joe CEO, Jackman Reinvents By profession, Joe Jackman is a reinventionist, a believer in and a practitioner of rapid business transformation. As the founder and CEO of Jackman Reinvents, Joe has pioneered an efficient way to get mature businesses back to growth and relevance. The effectiveness of his unique approach, which brings together business and brand strategy with all-channel activation, has been proven many times over across most B2C and many B2B categories. As a result he has earned an international reputation for helping mature businesses facing decline deliver “unrivaled growth, fast.” Educated in industrial design, in his early career Joe co-founded what is today one of Canada’s leading brand design firms and was for many years its Chief Creative Officer. He went on to tackle business challenges at one of its clients, Loblaw Companies, Canada’s largest retailer, as Executive Vice-President, Marketing. There he was among a group of executives charged with steering the company through its initial restructuring. Joe’s journey to building a category-of-one reinvention company accelerated when he left Loblaw and simultaneously became Consultant and Acting Chief Marketing Officer to both Duane Reade and Old Navy, helping guide them through their successful reinventions. These two engagements were to become the beta version of the unique approach he and his team went on to apply to companies across North America. For example, Hertz, Walgreens, US Foods, Dave & Busters, Canadian Tire, Rexall, Earth Fare, and Vitamin Shoppe. Today, Joe leads a 100+ multi-disciplinary team of reinventionists in Toronto and New York – researchers, business analysts, management consultants, brand strategists, creative directors, digital specialists, designers, writers, and CX activation managers – all focused on accelerating shareholder value creation. He and his team have completed nearly 20 reinventions, and to date have shaped hundreds of billions of dollars of sales.

Morison Scott “Scotty” Morison is the principal owner of Browns Restaurant Group. He’s responsible for brand concept and restaurant design, and he’s heavily involved in all programs and initiatives that shape Guest experiences, including our music program, menu development and more. As Scotty likes to say, 
“If it involves the senses, it involves me.” With an uncanny ability to forecast emerging trends – and Guest needs and preferences – Scotty’s instinct is to always focus on delivering great experiences to ensure the ongoing health of our Brands. With a lifetime of restaurant experience under his belt, Scotty is an intuitive visionary that perceives and anticipates the needs of targeted demographics. From his ability to design beautiful rooms that people want to socialize in (and about), to his amazing problem-solving skills (honed through opening dozens of cutting-edge restaurants) and beyond, Scotty is always living his mantra: “There is no finish line.” Scotty looks for ways to do things better, every single day. A patient, optimistic and “social” soul that thrives off challenges and believes in celebrating both successes and failures (because we can learn from both), Scotty largely attributes his creativity and innovation to his travels around the world. Prior to the conception of Cactus Club, which he co-founded, Scotty created and operated the successful Café Cucamonga’s, a sandwich and ice cream parlor. Scotty was also trained as a chef at the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology and first practiced those skills with Earls Restaurants in the early eighties. An extremely proud citizen of Vancouver, Scotty lives in the heart of the city with his wife, Elizabeth, and their two dogs, Olivia and Pupa. Scotty enjoys being in nature and travelling. He also gets huge satisfaction from experiencing new restaurant concepts wherever he goes.”

Nairn Roger as the Business Director for Karacters brand design firm, Roger has over a decade of experience leading the development of award-winning creative born from strategic insight and expressed with truth and authenticity to attract like-minded customers.

Patterson Steve has been a professional headliner since 1997 and has taped numerous national television specials in the past decade including four Just For Laughs galas.  His performance in 2010 earned him a Gemini nomination and caused host Steve Martin afterwards to exclaim “If I’d have known he was going to be THAT good, I would have cancelled him.” Following that performance, Patterson was name Best Male Stand-up Comedian at the 2011 and 2013 Canadian Comedy awards and most recently has been nominated for the 2015 Canadian Screen Awards as Host on HGTV’s “I Wrecked My House”.  Steve’s nationally toured and award nominated theatre show entitled “This is Not Debatable” is now available on itunes and his “Book of Letters I Didn’t Know Where to Send” is available in bookstores nationwide.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: _GoBack]Scott John A seasoned development professional, Mr. Scott has more than 30 years of experience with Canadian real estate companies and has worked extensively across the country-wide development program at Ivanhoé Cambridge. In addition to contributing to development projects in nearly every Province in Canada, he has been involved in retail projects in the United States, Germany and Spain. Mr. Scott joined Markborough Properties Limited in 1986 and with 11 years of progressive roles, was appointed VP Development, Eastern Region in 1996, where he oversaw all retail development in Ontario and the Maritimes. Mr. Scott joined Cambridge Shopping Centres Limited in 1997 and by 2001, advanced to VP Development, Eastern and Central Business Units. With the merger with Ivanhoé in 2001, opportunity to move into “greenfield” retail development arose, and Mr. Scott as VP New Development, was responsible for the execution and delivery in 2009 of CrossIron Mills in Rocky View County, Alberta. In 2010, Mr. Scott was appointed Senior VP New Development and over the subsequent 7 years managed a team that recently delivered Tsawwassen Mills in October of 2016. Currently under construction, Mr. Scott has Outlet Collection Winnipeg, which is to open in May of this year and Premium Outlet Collection Edmonton International Airport scheduled to open in October of this year.
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