
JONATHAN ADELSBERG, co-chair of Herrick's Commercial Leasing Practice, leases millions of square feet of 
office, retail and industrial space throughout the country for a wide range of owners and tenants.  He’s served as 
national real estate counsel to publicly traded companies including Wachovia Bank, Wells Fargo, JPMorgan 
Chase, T-Mobile, Instinet and Thomson Reuters.  He advises LVMH Moët Hennessy with the acquisition, 
development and leasing of office and retail properties.  Jonathan played a critical role in revitalizing Times 
Square through his involvement in two historic real estate transactions.  He represented developer Tishman on 
the acquisition and retail leasing of the E Walk at 42nd Street and Eighth Avenue. He has also been honored as 
one of the top real estate practitioners in the U.S. by Legal 500's US edition and is a member of the Real Estate 
Board of New York (REBNY) and the International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC).  
 
DAVID V. ALLEN is Assistant General Counsel at Forest City Enterprises, Inc. His responsibilities include 
construction, development, acquisitions, military housing, sustainability initiatives, and leasing. Prior to Forest 
City, David was a partner with Taft, Stettinius & Hollister, LLP, handling privately and publicly financed projects, 
condominiums, low income housing tax credit transactions and many other types of development. David taught 
business law and ethics at Walsh University and served four years on Strongsville City Council. David is also a 
past a presenter and moderator in ICSC law seminars as well as past presenter, moderator and Chair of the Real 
Estate Law Institute for the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association. He is a graduate of The University of Akron 
School of Law and Baldwin-Wallace College. David belongs to the American Institute of Architects, the Gorilla 
Group, and the British-American Chamber of Commerce and has published various articles on real estate, ethics 
and entrepreneurship. 
 
ADAM LEITMAN BAILEY, who is actively at the helm of the law firm he built from scratch, practices residential 
and commercial real estate law. Among New York’s most successful and prominent real estate attorneys, Mr. 
Bailey has been identified among the top five percent of attorneys in the New York area, repeatedly named a 
Super Lawyer by Law & Politics magazine, and honored with a Martindale-Hubbell “AV” Preeminent rating as well 
as Best Lawyer for himself and his law firm. During the past five years, the internationally esteemed Chambers & 
Partners repeatedly selected Mr. Bailey as one of New York’s Leading Real Estate lawyers and, being one of only 
three New York attorneys from firms with fewer than 30 attorneys to receive the honor. A New York State Judge 
wrote that Mr. Bailey “was the best trial lawyer I saw in my nine years as a Judge in New York City.” 
 
TERRY L. BARGER received his Bachelor’s degree at the University of Colorado in 1976 and his MBA from 
Pepperdine University in 1985. His career in real estate began at LaSalle Partners as a General Manager 
responsible for the asset management of several high-rise office buildings in Southern California. Terry gained 
valuable insight how landlords escalate building costs and observed the general lack of specialized office lease 
auditing expertise available to tenants.  He formed CyberLease in 1990 to meet this need. CyberLease is 
recognized as an industry leader in lease audits and does seminars for organizations like BOMA, IREM, IFMA, 
CORENET, ACREL, MCLE for Bar Associations and Department of Real Estates credit for continuing education.  
Terry is a contributing editor for the operating costs section of the book entitled Negotiating and Drafting Office 
Leases by John Wood and Alan Di Sciullo published by Law Journal Seminars Press.   
 
BARRY J. BARTH is Director and Legal Counsel with Panera Bread Company.  Panera Bread owns or 
franchises more than 1,800 bakery café restaurants in the United States and Canada.  Mr. Barth has extensive 
experience in the areas of commercial real estate and franchise law.  Prior to joining Panera Bread Company in 
2004, he served as Director and Legal Counsel for Dunkin’ Brands, parent company of the Dunkin’ Donuts and 
Baskin Robbins restaurant chains, and as Assistant General Counsel for J. Baker, Inc., parent company of the 
Casual Male, Work N Gear and Parade of Shoes retail chains.  Mr. Barth was also an associate with McLane, 
Graf, Raulerson and Middleton.  He received his J.D. degree from the George Washington University National 
Law Center where he was a member of the George Washington Journal of International Law and Economics, and 
his undergraduate from Brandeis University. 
 
MARC J. BECKER is a partner at Goldfarb & Fleece LLP, a real estate boutique firm based in New York City. His 
practice includes all aspects of real estate law with an emphasis during the last few years on retail leasing.  
Although most of his leasing clients are institutional landlords, Marc also represents restaurants and other 
tenants. In addition to speaking for ICSC, Marc has lectured at Columbia Business School and taught at the 
School of Continuing Education at New York University. Marc presently serves as legal coordinator for Sierra 
Club's Inner City Outings Organization and serves on the Board of Directors of the Bartlett Arboretum in Stamford, 
Connecticut where he lives with his wife and two children.  
 
BRIAN BLAESSER is a partner at Robinson & Cole LLP and heads the Real Estate Development Practice Group 
in the Boston office.  He practices in the areas of commercial development and leasing, environmental law, and 
litigation.  His development permitting and leasing experience includes shopping centers, mixed-use 
developments, retail food and wholesale warehouse distribution and cinemas. He is the author or co-author of 



various publications on land use and real estate development, including the books, Discretionary Land Use 
Controls: Avoiding Invitations to Abuse of Discretion (Thomson-Reuters/West: 2014) and Redevelopment: 
Planning, Law and Project Implementation (ABA Publishing: 2008).  Mr. Blaesser serves on the Editorial Board of 
the ICSC Retail Law Strategist.  He is a LEED Accredited Professional ((LEED AP BD + C), and has been a 
Lecturer at the Harvard Graduate School of Design with an appointment at the Kennedy School of Government. 
 
DOROTHY (“DOTTIE”) E. BOLINSKY is a partner of the firm’s Real Estate Practice Group. Dottie’s practice 
includes complex commercial real estate transactions and guiding development projects through the land use 
planning process. In addition, Dottie is experienced in business operations, particularly with regard to hotels and 
restaurants. She has counseled clients with respect to transferring liquor licenses and has appeared before liquor 
licensing boards throughout New Jersey. 
 
KIM MARIE (“KIM”) BOYLAN heads the tax disputes practice at White & Case, LLP and is the global chair of the 
Firm’s tax department.  For almost 30 years, Kim has represented corporate clients in domestic and international 
tax disputes with the IRS and Department of Justice.  The majority of Kim’s matters are resolved at the 
administrative audit or appeals level, but she has also successfully litigated cases or resolved them through 
various alternative dispute resolution mechanisms.  Kim is a CPA and has represented the retail industry and 
others before the Financial Accounting Standards Board and the SEC on accounting policy issues.  She has been 
a guest lecturer teaching accounting for lawyers at the George Washington University Law School.  Kim holds a 
B.S. in Business Administration from Georgetown University, a J.D. from Syracuse University College of Law and 
an LLM (Tax) from Georgetown University Law Center. 
 
KATHLEEN DEMPSEY BOYLE has been Of Counsel at Pircher, Nichols & Meeks since April, 2014, representing 
a variety of clients in shopping center and mixed use leasing and development.  Focusing on commercial real 
estate for most of her thirty years of practice, she was Associate General Counsel at General Growth Properties 
for ten years, handling shopping center development and redevelopment, big box leasing, anchor relationships, 
and urban infill, and she negotiated ground leases and acquisitions on behalf of Bridgestone/Firestone.  Before 
going in-house, Ms. Boyle was a partner at Barack Ferrazzano Kirschbaum & Nagelberg in Chicago specializing 
in project leasing, development, acquisitions and sales for REIT clients.  She received her J.D. from the University 
of Michigan Law School in 1983 and her B.A. from Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois in 1979. 
 
DANIEL J. BRADFIELD is a partner at the Atlanta law firm of Arnall Golden Gregory, LLP and a member of the 
Real Estate Group.  He represents developers and owners in the structuring and closing of commercial real 
estate transactions.  He has devoted the majority of his time to transactions involving retail shopping centers and 
multi-family projects including the acquisition, development, financing, and leasing of raw land, shopping centers, 
apartment complexes and regional malls.  Mr. Bradfield devotes a significant portion of his practice to 
representing owners, retail tenants and contractors in the negotiation of AIA construction contracts for new 
construction and renovation projects, and lease space build-outs. Prior to practicing law, Mr. Bradfield worked as 
a manager for Bank of America and a printed circuit board manufacturer, and served for four years as a Special 
Operations Officer (Diver) in the U.S. Navy, specializing in undersea mine warfare. 
 
CHARLES (“CHARLIE”) A. BRAKE, JR. is a member of the law firm of Miller & Martin PLLC.  Miller & Martin is a 
150-lawyer full service firm with offices in Atlanta, Georgia and Chattanooga, Tennessee.  Charlie is a member of 
the Firm’s Real Estate Practice Group and represents both developers and lenders in all aspects of commercial 
real estate transactions including acquisitions, assemblages, financing, development, leasing and sales of 
shopping centers, apartment complexes, industrial properties, office buildings, office parks, hotels, and medical 
office buildings, workouts, forbearance agreements, foreclosures, deed-in-lieu agreements, receiverships and 
sales of REO and troubled loans. Charlie received his J.D. degree in 1982 from Vanderbilt University where he 
was a member of the Vanderbilt Law Review and the Order of Coif.  Charlie’s undergraduate years were spent at 
the University of Virginia where he graduated with high distinction with B.A. degrees in both Economics and 
English.   
 
MARK E. BRATT, Senior Managing Director of CBRE's Capital Markets, leads the retail investment practice in 
the Americas. Based in Denver and New York, Mark oversees more than 100 sales professionals, of which 30 
focus on Institutional clients. Mark has over 28 years of experience in acquisitions, dispositions, joint ventures, 
structured debt, asset management, and development. He joined CBRE from DDR where he was CIO, 
responsible for the Capital Transactions Group. During his tenure, the group acquired more than $4 billion and 
sold over $2 billion in retail centers. Prior to DDR, Mark worked at Morgan Stanley Real Estate as an Executive 
Director running a team doing acquisitions for the firm's separate account clients and the funds. He has a M.B.A. 
from UC - Los Angeles and a Civil Engineering Degree from UC - Berkeley. Mark is a member of the Urban Land 
Institute and the International Council of Shopping Centers. 
 



MELISSA A. BREEDEN is Senior Finance Counsel at Simon Property Group, an S&P 100 company and global 
leader in the retail real estate ownership, management and development.  Ms. Breeden has been a member of 
the Simon legal team since 1999 practicing in the areas of development, acquisitions and dispositions, 
partnership and corporate matters.  She currently represents Simon as borrower’s counsel in commercial 
financings.  Prior to working for Simon, Ms. Breeden worked as an attorney for the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources where her practice focused on environmental litigation and various real estate issues.  In addition, Ms. 
Breeden was in private practice where she represented governmental agencies and private clients in real estate 
and other matters.  She received her J.D. in 1995 from Valparaiso University School of Law.  Ms. Breeden is a 
member of ICSC, the Association of Corporate Counsel, the Indiana Bar Association and the Indianapolis Bar 
Association.  
 
JON SCHUYLER BROOKS is a partner at Phillips Nizer LLP, and co-chairs its Environmental Practice Group, 
one of the oldest continuous environmental law practices in the United States. Clients rely upon him as their 
advisor on environmental aspects of real estate and corporate deals – especially brownfield transactions, where 
he delivers value added through creative deal structuring and problem solving – and as their advocate in 
environmental and complex commercial litigation matters. Jon is the immediate past Chair of the ABA’s 
Environmental Transactions and Brownfields Committee; a former Chair of the NYSBA’s International 
Environmental Law Committee; and, for many years, a “SuperLawyer” in environmental law. A graduate of 
Northwestern University and Tulane University School of Law, Jon was named the country’s “Best Oralist” in the 
Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition. He is a member of the Executive of the International 
Alliance of Law Firms. 
 
RITA BRYANT is Senior Vice President of Asset Management of GBT Realty Corporation located in Nashville, 
TN. Rita is responsible for asset and property management of GBT’s existing shopping center portfolio and the 
development of new shopping centers, including drafting, negotiating and/or reviewing all retail leases and related 
documents for new shopping centers, strip centers, and single retail use tenant developments; heading up the 
property management division; and handling all of GBT’s disposition transactions for both shopping center and 
single tenant NNN divisions.  Prior to joining GBT in 2011, Rita served for almost 7 years in the in-house legal 
department of Realty Income Corporation, working on the San Diego based REIT’s multi-billion dollar portfolio.  
Before that, she headed up the in-house legal compliance department as a partner of Aston Properties, a 
shopping center development company located in Charlotte, NC.  Rita earned her law degree in South Africa.         
 
THOMAS B. CAHILL is the owner of Thomas B. Cahill, P.C. His practice focuses in commercial real estate law 
handling leasing, acquisition and disposition. Mr. Cahill has thirty-one years of experience in real estate 
transactions representing national and regional retailers and developers, with particular emphasis on the 
shopping center industry. Mr. Cahill has conducted roundtables and advanced workshops at the Law Conference 
in prior years on the following topics: Acquiring a Department Store in an Existing Mall; Rights of First Offer and 
First Refusal; Property Assemblages and Purchase and Sale Agreements – Advanced Issues. In addition, Mr. 
Cahill has conducted CLE programs in Illinois on various real estate topics. Mr. Cahill has been an Adjunct 
Professor at IIT Kent College of Law teaching courses in Real Estate Drafting since 1987. He received his B.A. 
degree from Benedictine University and his J.D. from Northern Illinois University College of Law (cum laude). 
 
DAVID A. CAIN is Cofounder of the Air Law Institute and a litigation associate at Ballard Spahr LLP with a special 
emphasis on the aerospace industry.  He is experienced in aviation regulatory development and compliance, 
aircraft lease, aircraft purchase, tax issues associated with aircraft purchase and operation, corporate formation, 
business finance, publishing, construction, and government contracting. He has specific experience in the 
aerospace industry, including serving as a captain at a major domestic airline, managing a large national flight 
school, serving as an FAA pilot examiner, overseeing flight publications for a large unmanned aircraft defense 
manufacturer, and holding leadership positions at several companies. Mr. Cain was an associate producer at UC-
TV, the educational television station at the University of California, San Diego, and is executive producer of 
several academic programs focused on aerospace.  He also served as a combat arms officer in the U.S. Army 
Reserve/National Guard.   
 
GREGORY D. CALL is head of the San Francisco office and head of the Commercial Litigation Group at Crowell 
& Moring LLP. Mr. Call received his B.A. degree from Stanford University and his J.D. from the University of 
California, Berkeley. Mr. Call has an active national litigation practice and has represented retailers for over 20 
years. He has represented Ross Stores, Ann Taylor, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Limited Brands, Gap, Foot Locker, 
Edison Brothers Stores, Sears, Macy's, LensCrafters and other retailers. On behalf of retail tenants, he has 
successfully litigated claims against landlords and has resolved disputes in direct negotiations and alternative 
dispute resolution forums. In addition, Mr. Call has represented retailers in a variety of other disputes ranging from 
vendor disputes to antitrust issues. He has assisted in the recovery of more than $300 million for retail clients. 
 



RORY J. CAMPBELL has been practicing real estate law – both transactional and litigation – for over 30 years 
and previously headed the real estate practice group at Hanson Bridgett.  He has helped private and institutional 
clients assemble, finance, acquire and manage industrial and commercial property holdings, including shopping 
center assets and health care facilities.  His experience includes leasing and licensing of senior living and 
outpatient care facilities, medical office buildings, and substance abuse clinics.  Rory's litigation experience helps 
him guide his negotiation, and his transactional drafting, towards the client's goal line, while providing strategic 
and pragmatic protection where it is most needed.  He is a frequent lecturer and speaker on real estate and 
environmental issues.   
 
ANN PELDO CARGILE is a partner in the Nashville office of Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP.  She is on the 
Board of Governors of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers and a member of the Anglo-American Real 
Property Institute.  She chaired the International Council of Shopping Centers Law Conference Committee and is 
a former Chair of the Board of Equalization of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County.  
Ms. Cargile has been included in The Best Lawyers in America, 2003 through 2014 Editions, and Chambers’ 
2003 through 2015 USA Editions of The Client’s Guide, where she is listed as a Band 1 Leading Individual 
Attorney for Real Estate in Tennessee. Ms. Cargile received her J.D. in 1986 from the University of Virginia, 
where she was an Armour Law Scholar, a member of the University of Virginia Law Review editorial board, and 
elected to the Order of the Coif.   
 
FRANK J. CERZA is a shareholder in the Real Estate and Business Transactions practice groups at Carlton 
Fields Jorden Burt, P.A.  Mr. Cerza represents retail and private companies in connection with general corporate, 
real estate and commercial matters.  He serves as outside general corporate counsel and business advisor to a 
number of Italian and international companies doing business in the United States and assists American 
companies in their business endeavors in the United States, Italy and elsewhere in Europe.  Mr. Cerza’s 
experience includes business planning, strategy and joint ventures; formation of U.S. companies and 
partnerships; leasing and sales of retail stores, offices, showrooms and other commercial properties; acquisitions 
and sales of businesses and negotiation of contracts of employment, sales representation, distribution and 
licensing.  Mr. Cerza is a graduate of Villanova University School of Law (J.D. 1980) and the University of 
Pennsylvania (B.A., magna cum laude, 1977). 
 
EDWARD A. CHUPACK is Associate General Counsel at Bridgestone Americas, Inc., which is part of 
Bridgestone Corporation, the largest tire and rubber company and manufacturer of diversified products around the 
world. He was formerly Senior Counsel at Equity Office Properties, Inc., Senior Counsel at Neal, Gerber & 
Eisenberg, Assistant General Counsel at General Growth Properties, LLC and Assistant General Counsel at 
Homart Development Co. He was Chairman of the Board of the International Association of Corporate Real 
Estate Attorneys and Executives. Ed has written numerous legal articles and has lectured widely before business 
and legal groups on real estate law and compliance issues. He is a contributor to the ICSC’s Shopping Center 
Legal Update. Ed is the editor and contributing author of the popular Commercial Leasing Negotiations Handbook 
published by ALI-ABA as well as a published author of fiction, most notably of the New York Times praised novel 
“Silver”. 
 
JOSHUA CHUPACK is an attorney with Pedersen & Houpt, P.C. in Chicago, Illinois. His real estate practice 
focuses on representing owners, developers, investors, lenders, landlords and tenants in all forms of commercial 
real estate transactions, including the acquisition, development, disposition, financing and leasing of shopping 
centers, office buildings, industrial facilities, hotels and other commercial real estate on a local and national basis.  
Mr. Chupack formerly served as an adjunct law instructor at the University Illinois College of Law and as a judicial 
extern for Illinois Supreme Court Justice Anne Burke.  Josh has spoken on legal ethics and authored several 
articles for ICSC’s Shopping Center Legal Update.  Mr. Chupack earned his B.A. magna cum laude from 
Washington University in St. Louis and his J.D. cum laude from University of Illinois College of Law.  
 
STEPHEN COHEN is a solo attorney with a national practice specializing in the restaurant sector.   His areas of 
expertise include leasing, financing, real estate, business formations and workouts. Over the last twelve years his 
clients have included Famous Dave’s, Joe’s Crab Shack, Macaroni Grill, T-Rex, Dunkin Donuts, Caribou Coffee, 
Kona Grill, Chevy’s, El Torito, and dozens of others.  Prior to entering into private practice, Stephen served as the 
General Counsel and Senior Vice President of Real Estate for Rainforest Cafe, Inc., and prior to that he served as 
the Associate General Counsel for The Musicland Group.  He is admitted to practice in Minnesota, New York and 
New Jersey.  He is a graduate of Hampshire College and New York Law School. 
 
DEBORAH A. COLSON is Senior Vice President-Legal Operations for Federal Realty Investment Trust.  In this 
position, Ms. Colson oversees Federal Realty’s legal leasing function, as well as well a legal staff which handles 
property management, bankruptcy, litigation, and other operational matters.  Ms. Colson joined Federal Realty in 
1995, and was promoted to Director-Legal Leasing in 1998.  In 2000, she was named Vice President-Legal 



Leasing, and in 2002 assumed the position of Vice President-Legal Operations.  She was promoted to Senior 
Vice President-Legal Operations in 2005.  Before joining Federal Realty, Ms. Colson specialized in real estate-
related transactional work for major retailers such as Hechinger Company, American Stores Company, and 
Amoco Oil Company.  Ms. Colson received a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from the University of 
Pennsylvania, and is a graduate of the University of Maryland School of Law. 
 
CHARLES E. COMISKEY is the President of RiskTech, Inc., Houston’s oldest risk management consulting and 
litigation support firm.  He is also a shareholder and Senior Vice President of Brady Chapman Holland & 
Associates, one of the largest privately held insurance brokerage firms in the U.S.  Holding numerous 
professional designations in the fields of risk management, insurance and business continuity, Comiskey is a 
nationally recognized expert, author and frequent speaker on risk management and insurance issues to various 
legal, construction and real estate associations and similar groups across the country.  He has served as a pre-
trial consultant/expert witness in well over 200 matters in State and Federal courts, serving on behalf of both the 
defense and plaintiff, testifying for and against insurance companies, insurance agencies, and insureds.  Charles 
is also National Chairman of the Construction Practice Group of RiskProNet International (www.riskpronet.com), 
the 5th largest brokerage organization in the U.S. 
 
MICHAEL P. COMODECA is a partner with Spencer Fane where he is a member of its Environmental Law 
practice group. His practice concentrates on environmental law, with an emphasis on environmental challenges in 
real estate transactions, environmental issues affecting manufacturing and distribution facilities, regulatory 
permitting and compliance, wetlands issues, and enforcement proceedings in general.  Mike specializes in 
wetland permitting and mitigation for complex commercial developments.   He also specializes in the transfer of 
federal property to the private sector.  Prior to joining Spencer Fane, Mike was a Lieutenant Colonel in the United 
States Army.  He graduated from the United States Military Academy and the University of Colorado School of 
Law.  He obtained his Masters in Environmental Law from The George Washington University School of Law. 
 
JOSEPH B. CONN is a partner in the law firm of Stanley, Esrey & Buckley, LLP, based in Atlanta, GA.  Prior to 
joining SEB in June 2015, Joe served for three years as Deputy General Counsel-Real Estate for Sprouts 
Farmers Market, a publicly traded specialty grocery store company headquartered in Phoenix, AZ.  Prior to 
Sprouts, Joe was Vice President and Deputy General Counsel of PetSmart, Inc.  Joe has extensive experience in 
the representation of national retail tenants, as well as commercial real estate developers and landlords, in 
transactions involving anchor tenant leasing; site acquisition, development, and financing; the purchase and sale 
of completed retail projects; the disposition of excess property; and the sale/lease-back of retail stores. Joe has 
been a panelist and speaker at numerous law conferences sponsored by the ICSC, the Georgetown University 
Law Center, Law Seminars International, and local bar associations. 
 
CHRISTOPHER O. CORDEN serves as Vice President and Assistant General Counsel for The Taubman 
Company LLC. In this capacity, he oversees all domestic real estate operations, including acquisitions and 
dispositions; development; financing/refinancing the Company’s retail centers with banks, insurance companies 
and in CMBS transactions; center operations; and negotiating and documenting the joint venture agreements the 
Company enters into.  Prior to his current position, Mr. Corden was a partner in the real estate department of 
Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn, and subsequently served as General Counsel of Grand/Sakwa Properties 
LLC in Michigan.  Mr. Corden received his B.A. in Finance from Michigan State University and his J.D., cum 
laude, from the University of Toledo Law School.  
 
CRISTINA CORONADO is a partner in the Salt Lake City office of Ballard Spahr LLP and concentrates her 
practice in the areas of real estate development, zoning and entitlements, leasing, and sales and acquisitions. 
She is a member of ICSC, Commercial Real Estate Women (CREW) Utah, NAIOP, and the New York and Utah 
Bar Associations. She participated as a “Rising Star” at the Georgetown Advanced Commercial Leasing Institute 
in 2011 and has been named to Utah Business’ Top Lawyers Named by Their Peers. Ms. Coronado also serves 
on the Board of Directors of CREW Utah and is also its President. She received her B.A. from the University of 
Notre Dame and her J.D. from Columbia University. 
 
ERIC COTTON serves as Associate General Counsel for DDR Corp., a publicly traded real estate investment 
trust based in Cleveland, Ohio, where he oversees the company’s litigation matters and provides legal support for 
its operations. Mr. Cotton was previously General Counsel for Equivest Finance, Inc., a publicly traded real estate 
development and finance business based in Syracuse, N.Y.  Mr. Cotton has also held positions in the legal 
departments of the Pyramid Companies and the Edward J. DeBartolo Corporation. 
 
CHARLES (“CHAD”) CRABTREE is an Assistant General Counsel at Carter’s, Inc., the largest branded 
marketer of baby and children’s clothing in the United States.  Chad provides a broad range of legal support for 
Carter’s, including all legal support for Carter’s 900 plus real estate locations in the U.S. and internationally.  Chad 



manages a team of real estate attorneys and Carter’s Lease Administration Department, while also serving as the 
business lead for all of Carter’s corporate office locations and distribution centers.  Before coming to Carter’s, 
Chad was the General Counsel for four years at a large retail company, and previously worked as a real estate 
attorney at two other multi-billion dollar retail companies.  He holds a J.D. from Florida State University, School of 
Law, and a B.S. in Business Administration from the University of Maine.  Chad is also a Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA) since 1994.             
 
ROBERT L. CREWDSON is a Partner in the Atlanta office of DLA Piper US LLP, and practices exclusively in the 
area of construction law, with a particular emphasis on retail construction.  Mr. Crewdson's construction practice 
involves all aspects of the construction process, including preparing form documents, drafting and negotiating 
design and construction contracts; preparing and defending delay, extra work and defective work claims; handling 
contractor defaults and terminations; and litigating construction disputes. Mr. Crewdson has lectured and written 
extensively, including numerous programs for the ICSC, the American Institute of Architects, ASHE, ICLE and 
Lorman, and has acted as a Liaison to the AIA Documents Committee.  He graduated from the University of the 
South, received a M.A. from the College of William and Mary, and his J.D. degree from the University of Virginia.  
He is currently listed in Best Lawyers in America in the area of construction law.   
 
M. GORDON DANIELS is Chief Executive Officer of Land Services USA, Inc. Land Services USA, Inc. formed in 
February 2005 is one of the largest independent national title insurance agents.  Prior to establishing Land 
Services USA, Inc., Mr. Daniels served in various positions in his almost 30 years in the title industry including 
commercial manager of a major national title insurer's national commercial division, various legal positions 
including Underwriting Counsel, Claims Counsel and Senior National Title Services Counsel. Mr. Daniels serves 
on the Board for the Chester County Bar Foundation and has previously served on of the Chadds Ford Township 
Planning Commission.  Mr. Daniels graduated from the University of Delaware, with a B.A. degree and from the 
University of Baltimore, School of Law, with a J.D. degree.   
 
JENNIFER STEINDLER DARLING is currently the Vice President, Legal Affairs for Hugo Boss Americas.  In this 
capacity, she oversees all aspects of the legal department in the United States and Canada. Prior to joining Hugo 
Boss, Mrs. Darling served as Corporate Vice President & Associate General Counsel for Kenneth Cole and held 
in-house counsel positions at GAP, Inc. and NIKE.  Mrs. Darling has 18 years of in house counsel experience. 
 
ROSEMARIE E. DELMONTE has been practicing law for over 25 years.  Originally practicing at large 
international and regional law firms, she later worked as in-house counsel for a number of large restaurant 
companies for almost ten years. Desiring more life balance, she subsequently launched a private practice 
primarily focusing on commercial leasing and general business matters. The majority of her clients are restaurant 
franchisees and franchisors as well as restaurant concepts opening corporate stores and franchisees for non-
restaurant concepts. Rosemarie is a graduate of the University of Northern Colorado and the Creighton School of 
Law. She is a member of the Colorado and Denver Bar Associations and serves in a variety of volunteer positions 
in her community primarily in connection with causes affecting children and families. Residing in Aurora, 
Colorado, she is the proud mother of three children and one five-pound dog. 
 
SEAN DENNISON joined CenterCal Properties, LLC in 2015 as General Counsel.  In this role, Mr. Dennison is 
responsible for oversight over the company’s legal matters, ranging the negotiation and documentation of 
transactions to dispute resolution.  Immediately prior to joining CenterCal Properties, LLC, Mr. Dennison served 
for over five years as Senior Counsel for the Western Region of Federal Realty Investment Trust.  Prior to that, 
Mr. Dennison held senior roles at Stanbery Development, The Gap, Inc. and The Lerner Corporation.  
Immediately upon graduation from law school, he was an associate in the real estate group at ShawPittman LLP 
(now Pillsbury Winthrop ShawPittman). 
 
LANE DEYOUNG is General Counsel for Del Frisco’s Restaurant Group, Inc., the operator of Del Frisco’s Double 
Eagle Steakhouse, Sullivan’s Steakhouse and Del Frisco’s Grille, with a combined 47 high end contemporary 
restaurants, a position he has held since June, 2015.  Previously, he held the position of Associate General 
Counsel of Dave & Buster's, Inc. (2007 to 2015), a leading operator of entertainment/restaurant venues in North 
America, with responsibilities including all aspects of commercial real estate transactions and new store 
development; Real Estate Counsel with FedEx Office and Print Services, Inc.; Associate Regional Counsel with 
Trizec Properties, Inc. and Associate Counsel with Stage Stores, Inc.  Lane is a graduate of Texas Tech 
University (B.B.A. Marketing, Magna Cum Laude, 1994) and the Texas Tech University School of Law (J.D. Cum 
Laude, 1997). 
 
PETER M. DIGIOVANNI is with the Firm of Lewis Rice, L.C., practicing in the Firm's Real Estate Department. Mr. 
DiGiovanni has extensive experience in all aspects of commercial real estate transactions, including the 
development, acquisitions and sales of retail, office and mixed use projects. Mr. DiGiovanni also represents a 



national theater chain as well as other national and regional tenants, and real estate investment trusts in 
connection with their lease negotiations and their fee acquisition of sites throughout the country. Mr. DiGiovanni is 
a member of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers, is a former Chair of the Real Estate Committee of the 
Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association, and has served as an adjunct professor at several law schools and 
business schools. 
 
ROBERT R. DIVITA is Deputy General Counsel at Urban Edge Properties, the shopping center spin-off of 
Vornado Realty Trust.  Prior to joining Urban Edge Properties, he was a Member at the Newark, New Jersey 
based law firm of Sills, Cummis & Gross, P.C.  Mr. DiVita focuses his practice in commercial real estate 
transactions, including acquisition, disposition, development, leasing and financing, with a particular specialization 
in commercial condominiums. Prior to joining Sills Cummis, Mr. DiVita was Associate Real Estate Counsel at 
Toys “R” Us, Inc. Mr. DiVita has been recognized as being among Americas leading lawyers by Best Lawyers for 
2007 through 2015. He is a frequent moderator and speaker at the New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal 
Education and at the International Council of Shopping Center’s annual United States Law Conference. He is also 
a member of the Law Conference Program Planning Committee. 
 
BEA DRECHSLER is a founding partner of Drechsler & Drechsler LLP, a boutique law firm specializing in 
commercial real estate transactions.  Prior to forming her firm in 2007, Bea was a partner at Kaye Scholer LLP, 
practicing real estate law there for 17 years.  Bea’s practice involves various facets of commercial real estate 
leasing, acquisition, disposition, joint ventures, development and finance.  Bea received her JD cum laude in 1987 
from Harvard Law School and her BA magna cum laude from Barnard College in 1984.  Bea is a member of the 
International Council of Shopping Centers and WX Women Executives in Real Estate and a Founding Member of 
the Leadership Council of Athena Center for Leadership Studies at Barnard College.  Bea is also an Executive 
Board Member of the Harvard Law School Association of New York and a Founding Board Member of the 
Harvard Law School Women’s Alliance. 
 
JASON M. ELLIS has practiced real estate and corporate law for over 15 years and has focused on retail real 
estate since joining Staples, Inc. as Senior Counsel. At Staples, Jason oversees the legal support for Staples’ 
North American M&A activity, and its real estate, environmental, construction and facilities departments.  Prior to 
Staples, Jason concentrated on the financing, due diligence, and structuring of real estate transactions for 
institutional real estate owners and operators.  Jason earned a B.A. degree from Bates College in Lewiston, ME, 
and a law degree from Suffolk University Law School. Jason currently resides in Wellesley, Massachusetts. 
 
LISA M. ELLMAN has held a variety of positions at top levels of the Executive branch at the White House and the 
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ). Nearly eight years ago, she began working for her former law professor, 
Barack Obama. In a series of presidential appointments, Lisa led work on high-priority policy initiatives for the 
Obama administration on issues spanning from open and transparent government to domestic use of Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems (UAS), more commonly known as "drones." Most recently, she led the DOJ's effort to develop 
policy that would govern the use of drones in the United States. Lisa is now in private public policy practice in the 
Washington, DC office of McKenna Long & Aldridge, where she co-chairs the firm's UAS practice group. In this 
role she uses her experience in the federal government to help bridge the sizable knowledge gap between 
government policymaking and business innovation. 
 
LAWRENCE W. FALBE is a principal with the international law firm of Miller Canfield in its Chicago, Illinois office.  
Larry’s practice focuses on environmental transactional support (both real estate and corporate), environmental 
defense and litigation, Brownfields issues and environmental compliance matters.  Larry has considerable 
experience concerning environmental issues as they relate to the development of real estate, including:  
reviewing and analyzing Phase I and Phase II assessments to satisfy due diligence requirements, obtaining No 
Further Action/Remediation Letters, evaluating the cost/benefit of transactions, and advising clients on potential 
liability and remediation issues.  He also focuses on obtaining clearance for projects that may impact endangered 
and threatened species.  Larry has also published a number of articles on a wide variety of environmental issues, 
and is a frequent lecturer on due diligence and environmental liability concerns.  Larry earned his J.D. at DePaul 
University College of Law in Chicago. 
 
MARTIN M. FANTOZZI is the Co-Managing Director of Goulston & Storrs PC, which is a full service law firm with 
over 195 attorneys practicing in its offices in Boston, New York and Washington, D.C.  Mr. Fantozzi has practiced 
in the litigation group at Goulston & Storrs for more than twenty five years, where he has conducted numerous 
trials, arbitrations and appeals in state and federal courts.  He has extensive experience representing public and 
private companies, REITs, investment firms, academic hospitals and universities in a wide range of business 
disputes.  Mr. Fantozzi has particular experience representing owners, developers, REITs and retailers in leasing 
disputes.  Mr. Fantozzi received his A.B. from the College of the Holy Cross and his J.D. from Harvard Law 
School.   



BETH FARRELL is a member of Dinsmore & Shohl’s corporate law department. In her practice, Beth counsels a 
cross-section of local and national clients on the acquisition, sale, development, leasing, and operation of real 
property. Beth’s significant and extensive legal experience enables her to successfully guide her clients through 
complex transactions. She also has proven experience and demonstrated strengths on the operational side of 
commercial leasing relationships using creative approaches to favorably resolve contentious issues. Beth also 
draws on her experience as a former in-house senior counsel with Cinergy Corp (now Duke Energy) where she 
effectively negotiated a wide range of energy services agreements, commercial contracts, and operation and 
maintenance agreements with national public companies. Beth graduated from Vanderbilt University (B.A. English 
and Religious Studies), UC College of Law (J.D.), and Capital University Law and Graduate Center (LL.M. 
Business and Tax). Beth is admitted to practice law in the State of Ohio. 
 
DAVID J. FELDMAN serves as the Senior Vice President of the National Commercial Services Division of First 
American Title.  He oversees commercial title insurance underwriting and settlements for the Company in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware as well as throughout the United States.  David practiced law at Wolf 
Block, in Philadelphia.  After leaving the practice of law, David joined Settlers Abstract Company, a title agency 
with offices in Pennsylvania and New Jersey as President and Managing Partner.   In 1997, Settlers was acquired 
by First American. David received his J.D. from Boston College and his B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania.  
David has been active in ULI, ICSC and the Central Philadelphia Development Corporation.  David has served on 
the Board of the Abramson Cancer Center of the University of Pennsylvania, the Corporate Advisory Board of the 
Barnes Foundation, as well as the Board of Trustees of The Germantown Friends School.   
 
HENRY D. FINKELSTEIN is a Partner of the Greenberg Glusker law firm, a full service firm with deep roots in 
real estate. Despite natural sympathies toward developers, he acted as outside counsel to a major institutional 
investor in the joint venture, acquisition and financing of dozens of regional malls. He began representing Costco 
Wholesale in 1986, at the inception of the “Power Center” and “Big Box” transition, and assisted Costco in 
developing over 150 stores. He has represented a variety of developers in the development and repositioning of 
market/drug and general-retailer anchored centers. Coming full circle, he’s helped insert big boxes into aging 
regional malls. He represented the Los Angeles authority in two NFL bids, and he’s grateful for the relatively level 
playing field of the retail game. He hold degrees from Colgate and Washington University in St. Louis, and is a 
longtime member of ICSC and ULI. 
 
BERNARD “BUDDY” I. FLATEMAN began The Flateman Law Firm 17 years ago as a boutique retail leasing 
firm, with an emphasis on existing and developing outlet shopping centers.  Today, along with colleagues Jared 
Rothman and Janet Joyce, the firm continues to concentrate on representation of outlet center developers and 
operators, as well as tenant representation in all retail lease settings: outlet and non-outlet shopping centers, 
mixed use developments and street-front retail, with a particular focus on the practical business considerations 
that can have bottom-line impact.  Buddy is a graduate of The University of Pennsylvania and The Wharton 
School and of the National Law Center at George Washington University.  He has a long history in the outlet 
industry and has written and spoken on the legal and business aspects of retail leases in general and on the 
trends that affect the outlet industry and its players. 
 
DAVID B. FRANKLIN is a partner in the San Francisco office of McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP where his 
practice concentrates on real estate transactions and land use, primarily in California and Hawaii. Mr. Franklin 
represents clients in acquiring, leasing, financing, entitling, developing, constructing, selling and exchanging real 
estate, with a focus on big-box retailing and shopping centers. He represents clients regarding general business 
needs, including entity structure and formation and multi-state operations.  He has negotiated numerous 
assignment and subleasing clauses on behalf of both landlords and tenants and has litigated denials of consent to 
assignment.  Mr. Franklin has given CLE presentations and written on topics as diverse as computer technology 
in law firms, California Environmental Quality Act, easements, prevailing wages and project due diligence.  Dave 
received his undergraduate degree from Stanford University and his law degree from Duke University, where he 
was president of the Student Bar Association.  
 
MICHAEL FREESE is presently Senior Associate General Counsel-Development Legal with Simon Property 
Group (“Simon”) and has been with Simon since 1995.  Michael leads a team of attorneys and paralegals who 
provide legal support for Simon’s mall Development Department, Big Box Leasing Department, Peripheral 
Development, The Mills development and anchor leasing groups and other business units within the Simon 
organization. Michael earned his JD degree from Indiana University, Maurer School of Law, and a BA from 
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana.  Simon Property Group, Inc. (NYSE:SPG) is an S&P 100 company and 
a global leader in the retail real estate industry.  Simon currently owns or has an interest in hundreds of retail real 
estate properties in North America, Europe and Asia. Simon is headquartered in Indianapolis. 
 



STEPHEN E. FRIEDBERG is a member of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky, and Popeo, P.C., in its New York 
office.  He is engaged in the practice of commercial real estate law, with specialties in shopping center, office and 
industrial development, dispositions, financings, leasing and sale/leaseback transactions.  He is also engaged in 
telecomm and data center development and leasing.  Mr. Friedberg has extensive experience in the shopping 
center industry and served as in-house counsel to a major shopping center developer.  He currently represents 
owners and developers of regional malls, community and power centers and urban mixed use buildings, as well 
as national retailers.  Mr. Friedberg has lectured extensively on issues related to the shopping center, office and  
telecomm industries.  He is rated AV Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and has been named a New York Metro 
Area Super Lawyer on numerous occasions.  He is admitted in New York, New Jersey and Ohio. 
 
ELLEN B. FRIEDLER is the managing partner and a founding partner of Strategic Leasing Law Group, LLP.  
Prior to starting her new firm, Ellen was the chair of the leasing group at Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg. For the last 30 
years, she has focused on retail and office leasing and related matters, representing landlords and tenants as well 
as assembling and training a group of highly experienced legal professionals in commercial leasing. Before 
joining Neal Gerber Eisenberg, Ellen was a Vice President and member of the Board of Directors of Rosenberg & 
Liebentritt, P.C., where she was the head of the firm’s retail leasing and telecommunications practices. 
Rosenberg & Liebentritt served as in-house lawyers for Sam Zell and various enterprises in which Mr. Zell had an 
interest. Ellen received her B.A. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1980 and her J.D. from Harvard Law 
School in 1983. 
 
RICHARD S. FRIEDMAN is Of Counsel to the Los Angeles firm of Resch Polster and Berger LLP.  Before joining 
Resch Polster in February, 2011, he was a Senior Real Estate Partner and Chair of the West Coast Real Estate 
Practice Group at Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP.  Mr. Friedman specializes in commercial real estate 
transactions, with particular emphasis on shopping center and hotel/casino leasing, financing, development, 
acquisitions and dispositions, joint ventures, syndications, cross-border transactions, work-outs and 
restructurings.  His clients include commercial and hotel/casino developers and operators, lenders, institutional 
and private investors and retail chains.  In addition to conventional commercial and hotel/casino projects, Mr. 
Friedman advises both tribal and non-tribal clients in connection with the development, leasing and financing of 
Native American casinos and commercial projects in Indian Country, as well as tribal investments in off-
reservation commercial real estate projects.  He is a member of the ICSC U.S. Law Conference Program 
Committee and has been a frequent speaker at ICSC U.S. Law Conferences and the University of Shopping 
Centers, at ALI-ABA, CEB and MUFSO real estate programs and at Native American Finance Conferences and 
Tribal Wealth Management Conferences.  He is a member of the California, Los Angeles and Illinois Bar 
Associations, and has been ranked in the Chambers USA Guide to Leading Lawyers for Business as one of the 
leading real estate lawyers in the United States.  Mr. Friedman is a graduate of the University of Illinois (B.A. in 
Political Science) and the University of Illinois College of Law (J.D.). 
 
LAURA LEE GARRETT is a partner in the Real Estate at Hirschler Fleischer in Richmond, VA.  She has many 
years of experience in the retail real estate industry, having worked as in-house counsel at Circuit City Stores 
during its expansion period in the mid 90’s and continuing at Richfood, where she was an integral part of the 
leadership team engaged in expanding the company’s three grocery store chains.  Upon moving back into private 
practice in 2000, she capitalized on her in-house experience to represent clients in all aspects of shopping center 
development.  Laura Lee’s clients include retailers, developers, investors, asset managers, and lenders.  She 
assists her clients with the full spectrum of transactions:  acquisition, leasing, finance, reciprocal easement 
agreements, property management issues, and sales.  Laura Lee has a reputation for being a deal maker, and 
has the advantage of a deep understanding of the business practicalities of retail real estate. 
 
MICHAEL A. GEIBELSON is the Managing Partner of Robins Kaplan LLP’s California offices (Los Angeles and 
Mountain View) and the Chair of the firm’s Retail Industry Practice Group. He represents retailers in real property 
litigation, and in class actions, unfair competition, false advertising, and misappropriation of trade secrets cases, 
as well as breaches of contract arising out of supply, development, and similar agreements. Michael is the past 
Chair of the California State Bar’s Litigation Section. His trial experience ranges widely, from a property dispute 
about a cotenancy clause, to a class action about Song Beverly Credit Card Act violations, to the misappropriation 
of trade secrets, veterinary malpractice, maritime trespass, and Clean Water Act cases. He is also the Past Chair 
of the Editorial Board of Los Angeles Lawyer Magazine and an Editor and Author of California Litigation Review. 
 
MICHELLE L. GIERKE is Senior Counsel – Real Estate with Target Corporation, practicing primarily in the areas 
of commercial real estate, both domestic and international, and on new store development.  Before joining Target 
Corporation, Ms. Gierke was in private practice in San Diego, California, practicing in the areas of commercial real 
estate and land use.  Ms. Gierke is a graduate of St. Olaf College and the University of Minnesota Law School 
and is licensed to practice in California and Minnesota.  Ms. Gierke is also the chair of the pro bono program for 
Target Corporation and a co-chair for the Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity Women Build program.   



 
GARY GLICK specializes in shopping center development and retail and office leasing, generally representing 
clients such as shopping center, office and commercial developers.  He has represented major shopping center 
developers in the negotiation of leases with almost every national, regional and local retailer doing business in the 
Western United States.  He has also been involved in the negotiation of reciprocal easements agreements 
(REAs) and development agreements with almost every “big box” retailer in the United States (e.g., Target, Wal-
Mart, Costco, Sam’s Club, Kohl’s, Home Depot and Lowe’s).  In addition, Mr. Glick’s practice involves the 
representation of clients in connection with the acquisition of land for development and the acquisition and 
disposition of major shopping center developments.  Mr. Glick has been actively involved in leadership positions 
with the International Conference of Shopping Centers, and was the recipient of the International Council of 
Shopping Centers Trustees Distinguished Service Award in 2013. 
 
RONALD E. GOLD is a member of Frost Brown Todd LLC.  He serves as a member of the Firm's Executive 
Committee.  He concentrates in finance and reorganization law, primarily in the area of bankruptcy and out-of-
court workouts. Ron actively represents corporate debtors, borrowers, secured lenders, landlords, creditors’ 
committees, court appointed receivers and automotive customers in bankruptcy proceedings, restructurings and 
out-of-court workouts.  Ron also represents purchasers of entire businesses or business segments both in and 
out of chapter 11 and regularly counsels equity funds in matters involving distressed real estate. Ron was 
inducted as a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 2010.  In addition, he is listed in the 2003 - 2014 
editions of the Best Lawyers in America®, Chambers USA®: America's Leading Lawyers for Business in the 2004 
– 2014 editions and recognized by Ohio Super Lawyers®, 2004 - 2015. 
 
JOANNE GOLDHAND has been practicing real estate law for over 20 years.  She has worked in house and in 
government as well as in private practice.  She is now of counsel at Ice Miller LLP, a regional firm in the Midwest, 
representing landlords, tenants and others with real estate legal needs.  She has practiced in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Ann Arbor as well as her current home of Columbus, Ohio.  She graduated from Princeton 
University and New York University School of Law. 
 
ELLEN M. GOODWIN is a partner and former co-chair of Alston & Bird LLP’s 60-lawyer Real Estate Finance & 
Investment Group, and resident in the New York office.  She has represented investment banks, commercial 
banks, funds, and insurance companies on a variety of loan transactions for both securitizations and portfolios, 
including construction loan financings, loan syndications and participations, co-lending and senior/subordinate 
arrangements, and mezzanine finance.  She has been in the forefront of CMBS 2.0, and acts as form and 
program counsel for a number of active CMBS lenders.  Ms. Goodwin’s expertise extends additionally to the 
work-out, restructuring, and foreclosures of both securitized and portfolio mortgage loans, and she has extensive 
experience working with special servicers.  She represents both sellers and purchasers of whole loans, 
subordinate debt, and mezzanine loans.  Peer recognition of her work recently led to Ellen’s election into the 
esteemed American College of Real Estate Lawyers. 
 
GREGORY G. GOSFIELD is a partner in the Real Estate and Finance Department of Klehr, Harrison, Harvey, 
Branzburg LLP, in its Philadelphia office. He counsels clients on real estate transactions: from structuring debt 
and equity through the operations and maintenance of the assets, to exits both amicable and contentious. Mr. 
Gosfield is also a course planner, lecturer to professional and trade associations and writer, of published articles. 
He was course planner in 2014 for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute, “Solving Legal Issues Across the Life Cycle of 
the Successful Real Estate Development Project.” One of his publications, “The Structure and Use of Letters of 
Intent as Prenegotiation Contracts for Prospective Real Estate Transactions” was selected by the ABA’s General 
Practice, Solo, and Small Firm Section for inclusion in its “Best of ABA.”.  Mr. Gosfield has regularly been named 
to “The Best Lawyers in America,” “Chambers USA America’s Leading Lawyers for Business.” 
 
CATHRYN E. GREENWALD is an associate in Thompson Hine’s Real Estate practice group. She focuses her 
practice on all aspects of commercial real estate transactions, including construction and permanent financing, 
development, acquisition and sale of real estate, ground, retail, industrial and office leasing.  Ms. Greenwald 
represents institutional investors, REITs and developers in their general real estate matters.  Ms. Greenwald has 
developed a niche practice in on-line private placements, also-known-as “crowdfunding,” including providing legal 
advice to a recently formed crowdfunding “platform” in the Midwest.  Ms. Greenwald also has experience in 
complex shopping center financing transactions involving multiple levels of conventional and governmental 
financing.  
 
CHRISTINE LEVONIAN GRESHAM is co-founder and partner of France Gresham LLC, a boutique real estate 
firm located in Gaithersburg, Maryland.  Christine concentrates her practice in commercial real estate leasing and 
acquisitions and has a broad range of experience representing shopping center developers, property owners and 
operators, including one of the nation’s largest REITS, as well as national, regional and local retailers and 



restaurants.  Christine also represents a global hospitality group in negotiating and drafting food and beverage 
and retail contracts in airports and motorways across North America.  Christine is a frequent speaker and panelist 
on commercial real estate topics at various events sponsored by the ICSC, the Maryland State Bar Association, 
and The American University Washington College of Law.   Christine received her Juris Doctor, cum laude, from 
The American University Washington College of Law and a Bachelor of Arts degree with majors in political 
science and sociology from Duke University. 
 
ANTHONY L. GRIMALDI is an Associate General Counsel at Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of 
America. TIAA is a nationally known financial services company with over Eight Hundred Billion Dollars of assets 
under management, and is one of the largest real estate investors in the United States. Mr. Grimaldi is 
responsible for all legal aspects of TIAA's real estate investments, including mortgage lending, real estate 
acquisitions and sales, mortgage borrowing secured by TIAA owned real estate, and joint venture investments. 
Prior to joining TIAA in 1986, Mr. Grimaldi was an Associate General Counsel with New York Life Insurance 
Company and, prior to that, an attorney with Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. He has previously spoken at 
the IMN and the ICSC Law Conferences. Mr. Grimaldi is a member of the New York State Bar, and received his 
law degree, cum laude, from Fordham University School of Law, and his undergraduate degree from the City 
College of New York. 
JASON E. GRINNELL is a member of the Real Estate practice group in Dykema's Los Angeles office. Mr. 
Grinnell has extensive experience in the acquisition, development, leasing and disposition of a wide variety of real 
estate projects (including grocery store anchored shopping centers, regional malls and power centers, office 
buildings, industrial parks, solar projects and wind farms). He has represented numerous global retailers in 
leasing and store acquisitions, including the recent rollout by the U.S. subsidiary of a prominent U.K. grocery store 
chain throughout the Western United States. 
 
SCOTT L. GROSSFELD is a Partner in the Los Angeles office of Cox, Castle & Nicholson LLP.  Mr. Grossfeld’s 
practice focuses on retail development and commercial leasing.  Mr. Grossfeld specializes in representing 
commercial developers in connection with all aspects of shopping center development, including the acquisition 
and disposition of real estate and the negotiation of development and management agreements, REA’s and major 
tenant leases.  Mr. Grossfeld has extensive experience representing landlords and tenants in all types of lease 
transactions.  Mr. Grossfeld received his B.A. from the University of Michigan and his J.D. from the University of 
Southern California in 1991, where he graduated Order of the Coif.  Mr. Grossfeld is a frequent lecturer for the 
California CEB, ICSC and LA County Bar Association and has published numerous articles on retail development 
and leasing.  Mr. Grossfeld currently serves as the ICSC Government Relations Chairperson for Southern 
California. 
 
JOEL R. HALL is a sole practitioner in Santa Rosa, CA and is of counsel with Bartko Zankel Bunzel Miller, San 
Francisco. He is a former Associate General Counsel for Gap Inc.   He is recognized as an accomplished 
commercial lease negotiator on a national scale, frequent speaker and author on leasing topics for ICSC, the 
Georgetown Law Center Commercial Leasing Institute and several other professional leasing programs. He is 
named as a Superlawyer in the area of real estate from 2012 through 2015 and is a member of the American 
College of Real Estate Lawyers.  He was a contributor to the California Law Revision Commission with respect to 
changes in California assignment law.  His clients have included The Irvine Company, Apple, Gap, Chico’s and 
Milos Greek Restaurants and he has negotiated transactions on behalf of Polo Ralph Lauren and In-And-Out 
Burger.   He is a graduate of Villanova Law School. 
 
ELIZABETH HAMILTON is Associate General Counsel for Office Depot, headquartered in Boca Raton, Florida.  
She provides real estate legal service and guidance with respect to ODP’s portfolio of 1,900+ retail locations, 
distribution centers, sales offices and corporate headquarters.  Ms. Hamilton is a summa cum laude graduate 
from the University of Texas at Austin with a BBA from The McCombs School of Business.  She obtained her law 
degree from The University of Texas School of Law and was named to the Order of the Coif.   Previously she 
practiced at Jones Day and USAA Real Estate Company where she represented the company as landlord, 
developer, and service provider.  Elizabeth is a board member of the Georgetown University Law Center’s 
Advanced Commercial Leasing Institute and a member of the International Council of Shopping Centers, the 
American Corporate Counsel Association, the State Bar of Texas and the Florida Bar Association (Authorized 
House Counsel).   
 
DAVID HAMSHER is a partner in the Global Real Estate practice of Paul Hastings. His work on behalf of 
developers and institutional real estate investors includes the negotiation of joint venture, purchase and sale, 
financing (including EB-5 financings), entitlement, development, affordable housing, community benefit and labor 
agreements. This work spans asset types, including multifamily residential, commercial, retail, resort and complex 
mixed-use projects. Having worked on EB-5 offerings in excess of $250 million, Mr. Hamsher is a frequent 



speaker on EB-5.  David Hamsher has been recognized as a Super Lawyers "Rising Star" by Law and Politics 
and San Francisco magazine several times, most recently in 2014. 
 
JACOB HARPER represents retailers and grocers in litigation involving property rights, free speech, false 
advertising, and consumer class actions.  Jacob has expertise in developing creative ways to use vendor 
contracts, terms of use, and management agreements to prevent litigation and address recurring problems in 
retailers’ and grocers’ relationships with their business partners and customers.  Jacob is a graduate of The 
University of Chicago Law School, where he was on the managing board of the Chicago Journal of International 
Law, and received his BA, magna cum laude, phi beta kappa, and with Highest Departmental Honors, from 
UCLA.  Jacob is a lawyer with TroyGould PC in Los Angeles. 
 
MELISSA G. HARVEY practices commercial real estate law with Chaiken Legal Group, P.C. in Dallas, where her 
practice is focused on the shopping center industry.  Melissa represents both developers and retailers on a wide 
variety of matters, including the acquisition, disposition, management and leasing of properties throughout the 
country.  Melissa previously served as Senior Real Estate Counsel for Men’s Wearhouse in Fremont, California.  
Melissa also spent more than 10 years with J.C. Penney Corporation in Plano, Texas, where she handled all real 
estate matters for Penney facilities in the state of Texas and much of the Southwest.  Prior to joining Penney, 
Melissa practiced real estate law in the telecommunications industry for 6 ½ years.  Melissa received her J.D. 
from the University of Tulsa in 1995.  Melissa currently serves on the ICSC Legal Advisory Committee. 
 
JIM HENEGAN is a partner in the law firm of Firsel Ross, LLC, concentrating on commercial real estate 
transactions.  He has extensive experience in shopping center development and commercial leasing, as well as a 
wide variety of other real estate matters.  Jim represents developers, landlords, tenants and other businesses with 
their commercial real estate and business needs. Mr. Henegan has represented developers in transactions with 
many national tenants and also completed hundreds of transactions on behalf of national tenants.  Jim has also 
worked on many large commercial transactions including the sale of the Sears Tower. Prior to joining Firsel Ross, 
Jim worked for the law firms of Pedersen & Houpt and Schain, Burney, Ross & Citron and was part of the legal 
departments at Sears, Bridgestone/Firestone and Joseph Freed & Associates. 
 
MARK S. HENNIGH is a founding Partner at the San Francisco law firm of Greene Radovsky Maloney Share & 
Hennigh LLP.  A LEED® accredited professional, Mr. Hennigh provides services in a broad range of real estate 
transactions, including leasing, acquisition, financing, development, tax-deferred exchanges, alternative energy 
and environmental matters.  Mr. Hennigh’s real estate clients include owners, developers, landlords, tenants, 
retailers, restaurants, law firms, accountants, software/computer companies, agricultural interests and 
consultants.  His alternative energy clients include developers, contractors and lenders in wind, solar, biomass, 
cogeneration and energy efficiency projects throughout the United States and Canada.  Mr. Hennigh has been a 
lecturer and writer for ACREL, ALI-ABA, BOMA, ICSC, PLI, Continuing Legal Education International, California 
Continuing Education of the Bar and the California Bar Real Estate Section.  Mr. Hennigh received his 
undergraduate degree from Dartmouth College (cum laude) and his J.D. degree from Georgetown University Law 
Center. 
 
ANDREW L. HERZ is counsel to the New York law firm of Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP.  Andy 
concentrates his practice in commercial leasing, real estate acquisitions, workouts and financings.  He served as 
Chair of the Leasing Committee of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers and Co-Chair of the Office 
Leasing Committee of the ABA and as Chair of the New York State Bar Association's Commercial Leasing 
Committee.  He has also been designated as one of only 11 real estate lawyers in the United States to be 
included in the most recent “ Best of the Best in Real Estate” published by Legal Media Group. For several years 
he taught the commercial real estate transactions course at Vanderbilt Law School where he was an Adjunct 
Professor which course he now teaches at Brooklyn Law School   Mr. Herz holds both his B.A. and his J.D. from 
Columbia University. 
 
CHRISTINE D. HINES is Senior Counsel at Lerner, one of the largest private development companies in the 
Washington, DC area. Lerner owns and manages over 20 million square feet of retail and office space, as well as 
numerous residential and hotel properties. In addition to real estate, the Lerner family has various sports interests, 
including majority ownership of the Washington Nationals. Christie’s practice at Lerner focuses primarily on 
commercial leasing, property management, and corporate matters.  Before working at Lerner, she was in-house 
counsel at Ritz Camera Centers.  A graduate of Duke University and The George Washington University Law 
School, Christie is married with two children, and lives in Loudoun County, Virginia. 
 
ADAM HIRSCHFELD is a partner with Rudolph Fields LLP in Bethesda, Maryland. Adam focuses his practice on 
the representation of landlords in the negotiation of anchor tenant and junior anchor tenant leases, and also 
represents a number of franchise tenants. Adam serves as leasing counsel for multiple projects, including major 



re-developments and new projects. Adam has worked as in-house and outside counsel for both landlords and 
tenants, having previously spent time as in-house counsel for DDR Corp., one of the nation’s largest shopping 
center owners, and Big Lots Stores, Inc., a Fortune 500 retailer. Adam has conducted multiple speaking 
presentations at the ICSC Law Conference. Adam currently lives in Gaithersburg, MD with his wife Jaime, and 
sons Nathan and Andrew. In his spare time, he coaches soccer and performs muscle-ups. 
 
BRIAN D. HUBEN is a partner in the Los Angeles office of Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP, and concentrates his 
practice in commercial litigation in state and federal courts, and creditor representation in retail Chapter 11 
bankruptcies on behalf of shopping center owners, managers, and developers.  Mr. Huben has represented 
shopping center landlords in Chapter 11 reorganizations (such as Garden Botanika, Frederick’s of Hollywood, 
Natural Wonders, Store of Knowledge, Track ‘n Trail, Crown Books, Wherehouse Entertainment, The Bombay 
Company, Sharper Image, The Walking Company, Round Table Pizza, No Fear, and Mervyn’s), and also 
counsels clients on public access and ADA matters.  Mr. Huben is 1984 cum laude graduate of Loyola Marymount 
University, and received his law degree from Loyola Law School (Los Angeles) in 1987.  He also served on 
ICSC’s Law Committee and Bankruptcy Task Force, and as a contributing editor to ICSC’s Shopping Center 
Legal Update from 2006 through 2014. 
 
ELLIOT L. HURWITZ is Chief Commercial Counsel for Chicago Title Insurance Company, New York, NY.   Prior 
to joining Chicago Title, Mr. Hurwitz was a partner at Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP, New York, NY.  Mr. Hurwitz 
has had extensive experience in all aspects of commercial real estate, with a particular emphasis on mortgage 
loan originations, portfolio acquisitions, debt restructurings, sale-leasebacks, lease-backed financings, loan 
syndications and securitizations.  Mr. Hurwitz is a frequent lecturer and author on real estate-related matters and 
is Chairman of PLI’s annual 2-day seminar for real estate attorneys, titled “The Commercial Real Estate Institute”.   
Mr. Hurwitz is a Fellow of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers.  Member of the Title Insurance Rate 
Service Association (TIRSA) – Law and Forms Committee.   
 
PEGGY M. ISRAEL has 30 years’ experience as a national transactional real estate attorney representing 
retailers and developers on development, leasing and dispositions of retail, office, restaurant and entertainment 
developments.  Before opening her law firm over 20 years ago, Ms. Israel worked for Cooper, White & Cooper, 
The May Department Stores Company and Mervyn’s, and later she spent a year working for Cordish Companies.  
She is a founding member of the National Retail Law Group.  Ms. Israel has published several art icles on retail 
leasing and has been an instructor for the Johns Hopkins MBA in Real Estate program.  Ms. Israel is a member of 
the California Bar Association and the ICSC. Ms. Israel graduated from University of Missouri and earned her law 
degree from the University of Virginia. 
 
MARK D. JACKSON is a director in the Washington, DC office of Goulston & Storrs, P.C.  Mark regularly 
represents real estate developers and end users in acquiring, developing, financing, leasing and disposing of 
commercial projects.  A substantial portion of Mark’s practice is devoted to the representation of developers of 
retail projects and mixed-use projects with retail components and the representation of supermarkets and other 
big box retailers in development and leasing transactions.  Mark is a graduate of the Emory University School of 
Law, and a former adjunct professor at the Johns Hopkins Carey Business School.  
 
HOWARD K. JERUCHIMOWITZ is a Shareholder of Greenberg Traurig, LLP.  He concentrates his practice on 
commercial litigation, with an emphasis in Real Estate Litigation, including landlord-tenant, shopping center, 
mechanics lien, foreclosure and construction disputes in federal and state court, as well as mediations and 
arbitrations across the country.  He represents shopping center owners, developers, managers, lenders and 
tenants in shopping center projects and other property disputes.  Mr. Jeruchimowitz is on the Board of Editors for 
the Shopping Center Lease Update, where he has authored several articles for the publication on co-tenancy and 
operating covenant remedies, site plans and self-help remedies. Mr. Jeruchimowitz has been roundtable leader 
and seminar speaker at prior ICSC law conferences, including on topics about site plans and mechanics’ liens.  
He is also a subcommittee chairperson for the Emerging Issues Subcommittee for the Real Estate Litigation and 
Condemnation Committee for the American Bar Association.  
 
JANET M. JOHNSON is a partner in the Real Estate Group of Schiff Hardin LLP, a law firm headquartered in 
Chicago, Illinois.  Her practice is concentrated in real estate transactions and development projects.  She 
represents clients in the acquisition, sale and financing of real estate projects, in rezonings, annexations and 
development of commercial and residential developments; and in lease and ground lease negotiations.  She is a 
fellow in the American College of Real Estate Lawyers (ACREL), and a member of CREW Chicago (the Chicago 
affiliate of CREW Network, an international network of over 9,500 women in all professions supporting the 
commercial real estate industry), and a number of bar associations.  She serves as the Immediate Past President 
of CREW Chicago and on the Advisory Board of the Center for Real Estate Law of The John Marshall Law School 
in Chicago, where she has taught Commercial Real Estate Transactions in the school’s LLM Program. 



 
JAMES B. JORDAN is a partner in the Atlanta office of Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP where he chairs the 
firm’s Retail Development Team.  In the course of his 35 year career, Jim has devoted substantial time to a wide 
variety of retail development and leasing matters. Jim’s current practice relates primarily to the representation of 
entrepreneurial real estate developers developing mixed-use and retail projects.  During the course of his career, 
Jim has also represented a big box retailer in connection with its development and leasing activities in the United 
States and in Mexico and developer clients in diverse product types ranging from freestanding facilities to 
neighborhood and power-center developments to enclosed regional malls.  Jim is a graduate of the University of 
Michigan (BBA and JD) and is a member of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers and is recognized by 
Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyer for Business (2004-2014). 
 
SCOTT P. KADISH is a member of Ulmer & Berne’s management committee, Chair of the firm’s Leasing and 
Retail Groups, and partner-in-charge of the firm’s Cincinnati office where he oversees operations, business 
development, and client relationships. He represents landlords and tenants in the development and lease-up of 
shopping centers on a national basis. Scott also counsels clients on a broad spectrum of real estate matters, 
business transactions, and business law issues. Scott earned his undergraduate degree from Boston University 
and received his J.D. from American University, Washington College of Law. 
 
NINA KAMPLER has more than 30 years of industry experience as a lawyer, broker, restructuring advisor and 
business development expert.  She formed Kampler Advisory Group in 2012 to provide opportunistic value-add 
advisory services to the retail real estate industry.  From 2010 through 2012, Nina was Senior Managing Director, 
CBRE Retail Services Group; she served as EVP for Hilco Real Estate from 2004 to 2010; and Nina spent 16 
years at Polo Ralph Lauren Corporation, from 1988 through 2004, serving as Vice President, Retail and Real 
Estate Counsel.  Nina also practiced law at Coudert Brothers and Richards & O’Neil, both in New York. Nina is a 
member of the New York Bar Association and a licensed real estate broker in New York State. She is a graduate 
of New York University School of Law and the University of Pennsylvania, where she received both a B.A., 
summa cum laude, and an M.A. in International Politics.  
 
JEFFREY H. KAPLAN is counsel at the law firm of Bryan Cave LLC in its Manhattan office. Although he is a “dirt 
lawyer” involved in all aspects of real estate law, Mr. Kaplan has focused his practice in representing both 
landlords and tenants in the leasing and development of retail shopping centers. In particular, he represents 
several “big box” national retailers that lease space in regional malls, strip shopping centers or free-standing 
stores. Mr. Kaplan holds an undergraduate degree from The City University of New York (Brooklyn College), a 
master’s degree in English literature from Columbia University and a law degree from Hofstra University. 
 
DANIEL P. KELLIHER formed The Law Office of Daniel P. Kelliher, LLC in May of 2005.  In January, 2008, the 
firm became known as Kelliher & Salzer, LLC.  Kelliher & Salzer, LLC is a boutique real estate law firm which 
focuses exclusively on commercial and retail real estate representing many of the largest REIT’s in the country 
with regard to shopping center developments.  In addition, the practice includes a robust representation of retail 
and office tenants. Prior to forming his firm, Dan was an attorney with The Rouse Company in Columbia, 
Maryland. Dan is a member of the Maryland Bar.  He is a graduate of Fairfield University, received a J.D. from 
The Columbus School of Law at The Catholic University of America and holds an LLM in Taxation from the 
University of Baltimore. 
 
WALKER KENNEDY, III is Vice President and General Counsel of Woodbury Corporation.  He has served for 
over 20 years. Woodbury Corporation is a 95 year old full-service real estate development firm which acquires, 
develops and manages real estate with long-term ownership and growth objectives in mind. Prior to going in-
house, Walker’s practice focused on business reorganizations and the representation of creditors committees in 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings.  He is currently a member of International Council of Shopping Centers 
Bankruptcy Task Force.  Mr. Kennedy also serves as a member of the board of trustees for City Academy, a 
college preparatory tuition-free public charter school for grades 7–12.  Mr. Kennedy earned a B.A. Cum Laude 
from Drake University and a J.D. from the S.J. Quinney College of Law at the University of Utah.  He was 
admitted to the Utah State Bar in 1986. 
 
PETER C. KRIER is Vice President, Real Estate & Legal, for Tween Brands, Inc. (dba “Justice”), a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Ascena Retail Group, Inc.  He leads the real estate legal team and manages various business 
functions for the brand, including new store site selection and lease actions for the Northeast Region.  Prior to 
joining Tween Brands, Peter was a Senior Real Estate Attorney for L Brands in Columbus, Ohio, where he 
represented the retail leasing, store design and construction, and energy services groups.  Peter received his J.D. 
from the University of Cincinnati, College of Law, and his B.S. from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.  He has 
previously been a workshop and roundtable speaker at the ICSC U.S. Shopping Center Law Conference and an 
editorial board member of ICSC’s Retail Law Strategist.   



 
DAVID J. LARSSON has practiced commercial real estate law since 1984, advising clients (particularly owners, 
tenants, and other “end users”) on real estate acquisitions, dispositions, development projects, leasing, financing, 
and asset management projects all across the United States. Dave has helped one client grow from 2 US stores 
in 1984 to 40 in 2015, and he has helped another retailer client grow to become the market leader in the 
Delaware Valley. A former partner at an AmLaw 100 law firm, Dave formerly served as in-house general counsel 
and executive vice president to a Philadelphia-area shopping center development company, where he acquired 
valuable hands-on experience in acquisition, development, construction, and management of ground-up shopping 
center properties. He practices with Larsson & Scheuritzel P.C., with offices in Philadelphia; Jericho, NY; and 
Haddonfield, NJ. 
 
PAUL A. LEDBETTER is Vice President – Real Estate Counsel for Cinemark, a leader in the theatre exhibition 
industry.  Cinemark operates approximately 503 theatres (5720 screens) in the United States and Latin America.  
Prior to joining Cinemark Mr. Ledbetter was a partner with Rosen & Ledbetter, P.C.  He was formerly general 
counsel for Silver Cinemas/Landmark Theatres and MEPC American Properties, Inc., a company owning a 
portfolio of regional malls, office properties and industrial properties.  Mr. Ledbetter practiced with Akin Gump 
Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP for approximately 10 years in the firm’s Real Estate Department.  He is a 1985 honors 
graduate from the University of Texas School of Law, a member of ICSC, the State Bar of Texas and other 
professional and charitable boards, organizations and committees. 
 
JAY BYRON LEIBOVITZ is a partner in the real estate department of Barack Ferrazzano Kirschbaum & 
Nagelberg LLP.  He has dedicated his practice to representing local, national and international clients in 
commercial real estate transactions with a particular focus on the leasing, management and development of retail 
properties, including regional malls, power centers, lifestyle centers and mixed-use projects.  Having represented 
landlords and developers almost exclusively during his first ten years of practice and having represented tenants 
almost exclusively since then, Jay has an in depth understanding of the needs and desires of both parties to a 
lease which he is able to leverage to find common ground to resolve issues.  Jay received his B.A. with high 
distinction in 1992 and his J.D. in 1995 from the University of Michigan.    
 
JOHN H. LEWIS is Senior Counsel with Hartman Simons & Wood LLP.  His national practice includes complex 
acquisition and development transactions, leasing, and financing in all categories of commercial real estate, 
including representation of retailers and developers.  His work in the retail field and representing a non-profit 
health care institution has provided extensive involvement and expertise in mixed-use developments.  Mr. Lewis 
has made numerous presentations at the ICSC Law Conference and other venues, and he has written articles for 
Shopping Center Legal Update, of which he is a member of the Board of Editors, and for Commercial Leasing 
Law & Strategy.  An active member of the Florida, Massachusetts, Georgia and North Carolina bars, he received 
his undergraduate degree from Florida State University and his J.D. from the University of Florida.  He is a Fellow 
of the American College of Mortgage Attorneys and a member of the Lawyer Pilots Bar Association. 
 
DAVID S. LIMA is in private practice in Minneapolis, MN. From 2002 to 2015, he was Senior Group Counsel for 
Target Corporation, and led a team of attorneys and paralegals supporting Target’s Real Estate initiatives in the 
Northeast quadrant of the United States.  From 1993 to 2002, he worked with Ahold USA’s finance and captive 
shopping center development teams.  Before that he was in private practice in Hartford, Connecticut.  Mr. Lima 
was a principal in a real estate consulting, development, brokerage and management company prior to practicing 
law.  He received his undergraduate degree from the Center for Real Estate and Urban Economic Studies at the 
University of Connecticut and his law degree from the University of Connecticut School of Law. 
 
DAVID G. LONDON is a partner with Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn LLP and practices commercial real 
estate law with an emphasis on commercial lease negotiation.  He represents landlords and tenants for retail, 
office, industrial and gaming facilities, and has particular expertise in mixed use projects.  He has been a speaker 
and panel member for ICSC Law Conferences and has been a Board Member of and speaker at Georgetown 
University Law Center’s Advanced Commercial Leasing Institute since its inception in 1999.  
 
CATHERINE N. LONG has served as the General Counsel of Hutton since 2012.  Hutton is a full-service real 
estate development and construction company located in Chattanooga, TN that develops both single tenant retail 
projects and shopping centers.  Prior to joining Hutton, she was an Assistant General Counsel at CBL & 
Associates Properties.  Until 2003, Catherine was in private practice in Denver, Colorado, as a member of Otten, 
Johnson, Robinson, Neff & Ragonetti and Timmins & Associates.  She is a graduate of Yale Law School and the 
University of Maryland, College Park.   
 
JOSE M. LUIS is Vice President – Real Estate Development in Family Dollar’s Real Estate Department where he 
leads the construction, lease administration and real estate administration departments for the chain, including 



new stores, relocations and expansions.  Jose also works with team leaders on real estate strategies for the 
company including leasing, fee developments and sale leaseback transactions. Prior to joining Family Dollar, 
Jose represented major financial institutions originating commercial mortgage backed securities transactions.  He 
also represented developers with mixed unit and condominium developments in South Florida. In addition to his 
real estate matters, Jose serves on the Board of the North Carolina Retail Merchants Association and is also on 
the Governmental Affairs Committee of the Retail Industry Leaders Association. Jose graduated from the 
University of Miami School of Law and Florida State University. 
 
LINDA MADWAY currently serves as Vice President and General Counsel at RioCan America Management, LP, 
the U.S. subsidiary of Canada’s largest REIT. Ms. Madway joined RioCan when the company opened its first U.S. 
office in January 2013, and has helped oversee the Company’s growth in the U.S. to include 48 centers 
containing approximately 13 million square feet. Leading a team of professionals, she supports all of RioCan’s 
U.S. work, including leasing, financings, acquisitions and property management issues. She previously was 
Associate General Counsel at Charming Shoppes, Inc., a national retailer, and consequently has extensive 
experience representing both landlords and tenants. Her work at Charming also included acquisitions, financings, 
and other matters. Ms. Madway began her practice at Saul Ewing LLP. She is a graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania, where she received a B.A. in Urban Studies summa cum laude, and of Villanova Law School, 
where she graduated cum laude.  
 
PAUL S. MAGY is a member in Clark Hill PLC’s Birmingham, Michigan office representing shopping center 
owners, developers and retailers. He currently chairs ICSC’s Legal Advisory Council and has served in numerous 
leadership roles with ICSC, including Michigan State Director and Central Division Government Relations Chair.  
He chairs Michigan ICSC’s Continuing Real Estate Education Program. In 2012 he was awarded the ICSC 
Trustees Distinguished Service Award. He is a Past President of the Building Owners and Managers Association 
of Metro Detroit. He is a frequent seminar speaker and is listed in “Best Lawyers in America” in the areas of Real 
Estate Law, Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law, “Top Attorneys in Michigan” by American Registry, 
“dBusiness Top Lawyers” and Michigan “Super Lawyers.”  He is a Fellow of Michigan State Bar Foundation and a 
Life Member of the Judicial Conference of the U. S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.  
 
RICHARD C. MALLORY is a founding partner of Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLP, resident in 
the firm's San Francisco and Los Angeles offices.  Rick is a frequent speaker at real estate industry events 
throughout the country.  He is currently a member of the Board of Governors of ACREL, and a member of the 
Stanford Real Estate Council, ULI and NAIOP.  He serves on the advisory boards of PLI, the Commercial Lease 
Law Insider, the Commercial Tenant's Lease Insider and the Georgetown Law Center's Advanced Commercial 
Leasing Institute.  Since 1989, he has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America.  In 2006 and 2009-2012, he 
was listed as one of the Top 100 Northern California attorneys by Super Lawyers.  He is recognized for 
excellence in each edition of Chambers and Partners USA Guide since 1999.  Rick holds a B.S. from USC and a 
J.D. from Stanford Law School. 
 
MARIA MANLEY-DUTTON is the Associate General Counsel at DDR Corp.  DDR Corp is a fully integrated Real 
Estate Investment Trust that owns, manages and develops community-based shopping centers.  DDR currently 
operates approximately 400 shopping centers in the U.S. and Puerto Rico with property investments in Latin 
America. Ms. Manley-Dutton supervises a staff of attorneys, lease negotiators, paralegals and administrative 
assistants who handle real estate matters and lease negotiations for the company.  Ms. Manley-Dutton has been 
employed by DDR Corp. since 2003.  Prior to joining DDR Corp. Ms. Manley-Dutton was an attorney with The 
Cafaro Company, and a State and Local Tax Consultant with Ernst & Young.   
 
DAVID J. MARMINS is a Litigation partner in the Atlanta law firm of Arnall Golden Gregory LLP. David is the co-
leader of the firm’s Retail Industry Team and is the Editor of the legal treatise, Georgia Nuisance Law.  David is 
the co-chair on the ABA Real Estate Litigation Land Use sub-committee. David has focused his business litigation 
practice on real estate related disputes for fifteen years, handling construction, contract and land use matters on 
behalf of plaintiffs and defendants. David has extensive experience representing commercial landlords and 
tenants in a variety of disputes. David also has experience handling banking and related lending disputes. David 
began his career as an Assistant Attorney General for State of Georgia and worked as a reporter for the Fulton 
County Daily Report prior to attending law school. He has tried cases in federal and state courts throughout 
Georgia. 
 
TANYA D. MARSH is a Professor at Wake Forest University School of Law where she teaches Property, 
Commercial Real Estate Transactions, a seminar on the 2008 financial crisis, and the first law school course on 
Funeral and Cemetery Law.  Her scholarship focuses on emerging legal and economic issues in the commercial 
real estate sector, the regulation of community banks, and the law regarding the status and treatment of human 
remains.  Marsh is actively involved in the American Bar Association – Real Property Trust & Estate Law Section 



(ABA-RPTE) and has been elected a Fellow of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers (ACREL) and a 
member of the American Law Institute (ALI).  Marsh is also an Associate Reporter for the Restatement of the Law 
(Fourth) of Property.  A 2000 graduate of Harvard Law School, Marsh practiced commercial real estate law in 
Indianapolis, Indiana before joining the Wake Forest faculty in 2010. 
 
DAVID B. MATTHEWS is a principal in the San Francisco law firm of Bartko Zankel Bunzel & Miller, specializing 
nearly exclusively in retail leasing representing national retailers.  During his 25-year career as a leasing attorney, 
David has negotiated thousands of leases, resolved a myriad of retail real estate-related disputes, and played a 
key role in developing leasing policies and real estate practices for some of the top retailers in the industry.  Prior 
to joining Bartko Zankel, David was Associate General Counsel in Gap’s Real Estate Law Department, where for 
10 years he was integrally involved in new store development as well as property management of the existing 
fleet.  Before Gap, David was a real estate associate at the law firm of Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco.  He 
is a 1990 graduate of the Columbia University School of Law and a 1987 graduate of the Georgetown University 
School of Foreign Service. 
 
JAMES T. MAYER is a partner in Holland & Knight’s Chicago office, a director of the firm's Management 
Committee and the deputy section leader of marketing for the firm's National Real Estate Practice. He has 
extensive experience in retail leasing transactions across the United States, including the representation of 
Teachers' Retirement System of the State of Illinois and other clients in various retail purchase, sale and leasing 
matters, including anchor tenant leasing. He concentrates his practice in commercial real estate law, including all 
aspects of real estate acquisition, development, leasing, operation, management and disposition, and has 
significant experience in acquisitions of hotels and sports facilities, real estate development and real estate 
finance. Mr. Mayer has represented real estate pension funds, investment advisory groups (for their own account 
and unrelated third parties), real estate investment trusts, national and international franchisors, financial 
institutions, commercial developers and office, retail and industrial landlords and tenants. 
 
DAVID MECKLER is a partner in both the Orange County and Los Angeles offices. He is Chair of the Finance 
Department in Orange County, with particular responsibility to lead the office's Real Estate Practice. Mr. Meckler 
has a broad background in real estate and real estate law and has handled billions of dollars of real estate and 
related transactions representing individuals, partnerships and corporations, including public and private REITs, 
private equity sponsors and institutional clients.  Mr. Meckler is active in all aspects of real estate and real estate 
financing, and for more than a decade his practice has focused on the acquisition, disposition, joint venture, 
leasing and financing of complex real estate portfolios (including multi-state), development projects and real 
estate companies, including in connection with initial public and secondary debt and equity offerings and merger 
transactions. 
 
IRA MEISLIK is a principal at the Montclair, New Jersey law firm of Meislik & Meislik. His practice is concentrated 
in two areas ̶ Business Law and Commercial Real Estate Law. Mr. Meislik’s commercial real estate practice 
focuses on the needs of landlords and tenants primarily within shopping centers and office properties. In addition 
to crafting space and ground leases, he has extensive experience in the acquisition, disposition, and financing of 
real property. He is a Fellow of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers and one of seven members of the 
Uniform Law Commission’s Joint Editorial Board (JEB) for Uniform Real Property Acts.  
 
ERIC G. MENKES is a partner at Duval & Stachenfeld LLP and is chair of the firm’s Commercial Leasing Practice 
Group.  Mr. Menkes’ landlord clients include Jamestown Properties, Extell Realty, Angelo, Gordon & Co., Young 
Woo Associates and Olmstead Properties.  Among other significant projects, he is handling the leasing for 
Industry City, a 6,000,000 sf development in Sunset Park Brooklyn; three major New York City office buildings; a 
1,500,000 sf trophy tower in downtown Chicago; and the Showcase Mall Shopping Center in Las Vegas, Nevada.  
He represented Lehman Brothers in the leasing of its New York City headquarters building prior to its bankruptcy 
filing.  On behalf of tenants, Mr. Menkes represents a number of luxury retailers, including the Italian apparel 
company Prada in virtually every one of its store leases in the US and Canada.  He also represents Church’s 
Shoes and Polo Ralph Lauren, and has handled matters for Gucci Group’s brands, as well as for Nike/Converse, 
H&M, Circuit City and Kmart.   
 
NICOLE LEVIN MESARD is a corporate partner and a member of Debevoise & Plimpton LLP's Real Estate 
Group. She is experienced in all aspects of real estate law, including acquisitions and sales of retail and 
commercial properties, sophisticated financings, joint ventures and restructurings of commercial real estate loans, 
including in bankruptcy. Her clients include Westfield Corporation, Tishman Speyer, Carmel Partners and 
Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America.  Nicole has been recognized by Chambers USA and 
The Legal 500. 
 



STEPHEN J. MESSINGER is a partner with Minden Gross commercial leasing group, specializing in commercial 
leasing and development. Clients include North American large, sophisticated developers, property and asset 
managers, retailers, banks, trust companies, pension funds. ICSC Canadian Division Special Initiatives Chairman, 
1998 and 2001 Distinguished Service Award recipient. Frequently serves as expert witness on commercial 
leasing matters. On Editorial Board and contributor to Shopping Centre Leases, Volumes I and II and contributor 
to Shopping Centre Leases Second Edition. Member of Advisory Boards of Georgetown University Law Center 
Advanced Commercial Leasing Institute, Commercial Lease Law Insider, Shopping Centre Management Insider 
and Commercial Tenant’s Lease Insider. Named one of Canada’s most frequently recommended property leasing 
lawyers by Canadian Legal LEXPERT Directory and by Lexpert/American Lawyer Guide to the Leading 500 
lawyers in Canada. Named one of the best lawyers in Canada in his practice area by Best Lawyers in Canada. 
 
DAN J. MITCHELL is an attorney with Bernstein Shur, a law firm based in Portland, Maine.  Dan is the co-chair of 
the firm’s Data Security Team.  He represented Patco Construction in its successful appeal before the First Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Patco Construction Co., Inc. v. People’s United Bank, 684 F.3d 197 (1st Cir. 2012).  The 
decision broke new ground on how courts evaluate Internet banking security procedures under Article 4A of the 
Uniform Commercial Code.  Dan has been recognized by Chambers USA for commercial litigation and is AV 
rated by Martindale-Hubbell.  He has been featured in numerous publications for his work on the Patco case, 
including the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, and Wired.  Dan was named to Bank Info Security’s list of 
Top Ten Influencers for 2014. 
 
MARIE A. MOORE is a partner in the New Orleans firm, Sher Garner Cahill Richter Klein & Hilbert, L.L.C., where 
she practices real estate and transactional law.  She received her B.A. and J.D. degrees from the University of 
Alabama, where she was Order of the Coif and associate editor of the Alabama Law Review.  She is a Fellow in 
the American College of Real Estate Lawyers and the Chair of the Leasing Group of the ABA’s Real Property, 
Trust and Estate Section.  She is the immediate past chair of the Urban Land Institute, Louisiana District Council, 
the Last Word Editor for Probate & Property, and an editor for the ICSC’s Retail Law Strategist.  She is a member 
of the Louisiana and Alabama Bars.  Marie has also been named as one of Louisiana’s Best Lawyers.  Ms. Moore 
speaks and publishes frequently on lease and insurance law. 
 
STACY MOSKOWITZ Stacy Moskowitz is the Director of Developments and Senior Leasing Counsel of Lease 
Documentation for Westfield, LLC, one of the world’s largest shopping center owners.  Ms. Moskowitz has worked 
extensively in matters involving lease negotiations and is also responsible for managing the developments for 
Lease Documentation of Westfield’s shopping centers in its United States portfolio.  Prior to joining Westfield in 
2002, Ms. Moskowitz was with the retail division of Warner Bros., Warner Bros. Studio Stores, in the Business 
and Legal Affairs Department.  Ms. Moskowitz earned a B.A. from the University of Southern California and her 
J.D. from California Southern School of Law in 1995.  She is admitted to the bars of the State Bar of California, 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and the United States District Court for the Central 
District of California.   
 
ROBERT MULLINS is Senior Counsel for PetSmart and joined the company in 2005. Robert is responsible for all 
real estate legal matters (from negotiating leases to handling issues arising thereafter) for half of the company’s 
1400+ store portfolio in the US, Canada and Puerto Rico. From 1998 until joining PetSmart, Robert was 
Corporate Counsel for Pier 1 Imports handling similar real estate legal matters. Prior to that, Robert was an 
Associate Attorney for Heard & Wright. 
 
STEVEN Z. NACHMAN is the General Counsel of RD Management LLC, a New York City based national real 
estate developer and owner of shopping centers, hotels, office buildings and other commercial properties, where 
he is responsible for all legal aspects of the company’s operations.  His practice emphasizes all aspects of 
commercial real estate transactions, including leasing, acquisitions, dispositions, joint ventures, financing, 
development and construction-related agreements.  Mr. Nachman received a J.D. from New York University 
School of Law and also holds a Master’s degree in Real Estate Development and Investment from New York 
University. 
 
JERRY A. NELSON is a Shareholder at the Stark & Stark Law Firm.  He has extensive experience helping clients 
acquire, develop, finance, lease, manage, improve, remediate and sell properties.  He helps clients meet a wide 
range of business needs including in the areas of commercial leasing, construction, contracts, environmental 
regulatory compliance, franchising, landlord-tenant, land use, commercial litigation, and real estate law.  Prior to 
joining Stark & Stark, Mr. Nelson advised and represented Levin Management Corporation for over 21 years as 
in-house counsel and General Counsel and had prior law firm experience.  Mr. Nelson is a graduate of Cornell 
University and Albany Law School, and has been a workshop and roundtable leader at ICSC Law Conferences. 
 



NANCY J. NEWMAN is a partner with Hanson Bridgett LLP in San Francisco.  For over 30 years, she has 
represented owners, managers, and developers in enforcing commercial leases, recovering possession and 
money, developing and enforcing policies for first amendment access issues, and responding to tenant 
bankruptcies nationwide. She is author of the comprehensive chapter on bankruptcy in CEB's Landlord-Tenant 
Practice treatise, and is an experienced speaker at national and regional ICSC meetings and industry 
conferences, focusing on effective strategies in commercial litigation. As a past president of both Queen’s Bench 
Bar Association and the National Conference of Women’s Bar Associations, and currently president of the 
International Action Network for Gender Equity & Law, Ms. Newman received the inaugural Boalt Hall Women's 
Association "Women Advancing Law" Practitioner Award in April 2015.  She received her JD from UC Davis Law 
School (Order of the Coif) in 1983. 
 
PHILLIP G. NICHOLS is a founder of Pircher, Nichols & Meeks, and is now Senior Counsel to the firm.  He 
focuses on commercial real estate joint ventures, and has been involved in complex leasing matters.  Clients he 
has represented include: Blackstone Realty Advisors, Farallon Capital Management, L.L.C., GEM Investors, Inc., 
JMB Realty Corporation, Starwood Capital Group, and Walton Street Capital.   Mr. Nichols received his J.D. in 
1974 from UCLA School of Law, where he was a member of the Order of Coif.  He received his bachelor's degree 
from Occidental College, where he majored in philosophy.  Mr. Nichols is a member of the board of directors of 
Affordable Living for the Aging, a non-profit organization that addresses housing needs of senior citizens with very 
limited means.  Mr. Nichols has also been involved in organizations with respect to the homeless. Mr. Nichols 
served in the United States Marine Corps. 
 
MINDY C. NOVACK is an Attorney with over thirty years’ experience in Real Estate, Intellectual Property and 
Corporate Law.  Since April 2014, Mindy has been the Vice President of Real Estate Legal at Hudson’s Bay 
Company the owner of Saks Fifth Avenue and Lord & Taylor.  Prior to that she was Vice President/General 
Counsel of Loehmann’s.  Ms. Novack was previously Associate General Counsel/Vice President at Warnaco, 
responsible for Licensing and Intellectual Property; General Counsel at Brooks Brothers where she had many 
roles, including Vice President of Real Estate, Store Planning and Construction, and Vice President of 
International; and Real Estate Counsel at Ann Taylor.  From 1988-1992 she was Counsel in the New York Office 
of Melvin Simon and Associates and was Legal Counsel at CBL and Associates in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  Ms. 
Novack received her B.A. from Brooklyn College in 1981 and her J.D. from Emory University Law School in 1984. 
 
MICHAEL J. NOVARIA is a Partner at Rubin and Rudman, LLP, a Boston based law firm.  His practice 
encompasses all aspects of real estate development, including acquisitions, financing and leasing. He represents 
local and national retail companies, owners, developers and general contractors.  His clients have included a 
Fortune 50 retailer and health care company, a publicly-traded bakery-café and a hospitality industry company 
that owns several American casual dining restaurant concepts. Prior to joining Rubin and Rudman, Michael was 
an associate at the law firms of Murtha Cullina and Hinckley Allen.  He received 2 Bachelor degrees from the 
University of Massachusetts Boston and his J.D. from Suffolk University Law School in Boston. 
 
GREGORY A. NOVOTNY is Senior Counsel at Greene Radovsky Maloney Share & Hennigh LLP in San 
Francisco, California. He specializes in federal and state income tax law in the corporate, individual, and pass-
through entity context. He has substantial experience representing clients in a wide range of transactions, 
including stock and asset acquisitions, mergers, and the formation of corporations, partnerships, and LLCs. Greg 
also advises individuals and businesses in a variety of tax and legal issues, with a special emphasis on 
nonqualified deferred compensation (including Section 409A) and Section 1031 like-kind exchanges. He is a 
graduate of University of California, Davis and received his J.D. degree from University of California at Berkeley 
(Boalt Hall School of Law). 
 
JOSEPH L. NUÑEZ is a partner in Vantage Law Group, a commercial real estate firm in Minneapolis. He has 30 
years of legal experience in commercial and retail acquisition, disposition, development, management and 
leasing, and is certified by the Minnesota State Bar Association as a Real Property Law Specialist.  Mr. Nuñez 
was Senior Group Counsel in Target’s Real Estate workgroup for almost 20 years.  In addition to ICSC, he is a 
member of the Hispanic National Bar Association, Cuban American Bar Association, Minnesota Hispanic Bar 
Association, Minnesota State Bar Association, and the Minnesota Shopping Center Association.  He has 
presented at numerous continuing legal education seminars and conferences.  Mr. Nuñez has served as Central 
Region Chair of Government Relations for ICSC and currently serves as ICSC’s Minnesota State Director and as 
an Ambassador. Mr. Nuñez was graduated from Washington University in St. Louis (Economics) and from the 
University of Minnesota Law School.   
 
JARED OAKES is a partner in the real estate practice group at Thompson Hine LLP in Cleveland, Ohio.  He 
regularly represents real estate investment trusts, institutional investors, private equity funds and other public and 
private investors, developers and owners of commercial real estate, with a particular focus on large scale 



development and redevelopment projects. This work includes counseling clients in the acquisition and sale of 
commercial properties, development, leasing, entity and venture planning, asset management, commercial 
lending and debt restructuring. Over the past decade, Jared has represented developers in connection with 
numerous shopping center redevelopment projects throughout the United States and Puerto Rico.   
 
NEIL B. OBERFELD is a shareholder at Greenberg Traurig LLP in Denver and national co-chair of GT’s Leasing 
practice group. Mr. Oberfeld’s practice concentrates on real estate and business investment, acquisition, 
development, leasing and finance transactions. He is a frequent lecturer, including ICSC, the U.S. Green Building 
Council and the Colorado Bar Association. Mr. Oberfeld is a member of the ICSC Law Conference Planning 
Committee and the ICSC Legal Advisory Committee. He was honored as Lawyer of the Year by Law Week 
Colorado (2009), and Volunteer Lawyer of the Year by the Denver Bar Association (2006).  Mr. Oberfeld serves 
as a Commissioner and past Chair of the Governor’s Commission on Community Service. He also serves as a 
National Commissioner and as Chair of the Regional Board of the Anti-Defamation League. He received his B.A. 
from the University of Colorado and his J.D. from Boston University School of Law. 
 
MICHAEL S. OWENDOFF is Deputy General Counsel for DDR Corp.  DDR is a self-administered and self-
managed REIT operating as a fully integrated real estate company, and is publicly traded on the New York Stock 
Exchange.  DDR owns and manages approximately 415 retail properties representing 118 million square feet in 
41 states and Puerto Rico.  Prior to joining DDR, Michael was a Partner in the Cleveland, Ohio office of Jones 
Day, an international law firm.  Michael has broad experience in the development, financing, leasing, purchasing, 
and selling of commercial real estate located throughout the United States and Puerto Rico, including single-asset 
and portfolio transactions.  Michael graduated cum laude from University of Dayton, and received his M.B.A. and 
J.D., cum laude, from Cleveland State University.  Michael has been recognized in Chambers USA, The Best 
Lawyers in America, BTI Client Service All-Star Team and Ohio Super Lawyers magazine. 
 
RORY A. PACKER is Associate General Counsel of Westfield, LLC located in Los Angeles, Ca.  Westfield, LLC 
is part of the Westfield Corporation, an international shopping center company which owns properties in Great 
Britain, Italy and the United States. Mr. Packer is responsible for a wide range of real estate matters for the US 
properties, in particular, all “big box” and department store transactions. Mr. Packer is also involved in strategic 
planning for development and re-development projects for the US properties. Mr. Packer has been with Westfield 
since 1986.  Prior to joining Westfield, Mr. Packer was Assistant Vice President of Lease Administration at Urban 
Investment and Development of Chicago, Illinois. Mr. Packer received a B.A. from the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign in 1976 and a J.D. from The John Marshall Law School, Chicago, Illinois in 1979. 
 
MARY PETTIT has worked with retailers since graduating from law school. She has been in-house with Pier 1 
imports and Chief Auto Parts. With DLA Piper, Mary represented the owner/developer of a shopping center in 
California and the owner of a Mississippi shopping center. In 2007, Mary joined the legal department of a multi-
national mining/construction materials manufacturing company in the role of regional counsel (their first in-house 
real property attorney). Mary negotiated numerous commercial real estate contracts and leases while handling all 
of the company’s real property transactions across the country and, in addition, negotiated numerous commercial 
contracts and a joint venture project, developed employment and environmental policies, and managed and 
mediated commercial litigation matters. In 2012, Mary joined Kane Russell Coleman & Logan to represent an 
international retailer on their ground lease transactions. Mary has participated in industry seminars, including 
ICSC's 2014 Roundtable discussion: “Traditional vs. Fixed CAM: Risks and Rewards”. 
 
DOUGLAS A. PRAW is a member of Holland & Knight’s Real Estate Practice and focuses on real estate 
development, public finance and land use entitlement work in connection with state and municipal regulatory 
matters. He also provides strategic advice on complex legal issues affecting municipal governance and 
legislation. For his extensive experience in a wide range of real estate and public finance matters, Mr. Praw has 
been selected for inclusion in Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business and has been recognized 
as one of the top "40 Under 40" most successful and youngest stars of the Southern California real estate 
industry.  Mr. Praw has provided counsel to the spectrum of real estate investors, from developers, owner and 
borrowers to underwriters and municipalities, special districts and other governmental agencies. 
 
GREGORY P. PRESSMAN is of counsel to Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP, New York City law firm, and a former 
partner in that firm's real estate department.  He is a 1966 graduate of Harvard College and received his LL.B. in 
1969 from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.  He also holds an LL.M. in Taxation from New York 
University School of Law.  He represents lenders, development companies, real estate investment funds and 
individual real estate investors, with an emphasis on commercial real estate acquisition and finance.  He speaks 
frequently at Bar Association programs on topics involving real estate law and finance.  He serves on the 
Executive Committee of the New York State Bar Association's Real Property Law Section and as co-chair of the 



Section's Legal Opinions Committee.  He is also a member of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers, a 
national organization of real estate lawyers.   
 
DONALD A. REA represents national retailers, consumer product and services companies and commercial 
owners and developers in his work as an attorney for the law firm Saul Ewing LLP in Baltimore, Maryland.  His 
cases of note include representing a multinational retailer in a $25 million bench trial for breach of a commercial 
lease and handling multi-district litigation for a national retail organization involved in a dispute with the builder of 
approximately one dozen stores in four states.  He also handles consumer class actions; land development 
disputes; construction defects, delay and acceleration claims; and commercial lending matters.  Don recognizes 
that defending lawsuits is a zero-sum game for his clients so he focuses on developing useful strategies with 
them to resolve disputes as cost-effectively as possible, including through arbitration and litigation.  Don is a 
partner and vice chair of Saul Ewing’s Construction Practice. 
 
JERRY REICHELSCHEIMER is a partner of the New York office of Akerman LLP where he has a broad range of 
experience in multiple facets of real estate law including commercial, retail, office, and ground leasing, sales and 
acquisitions, public and private sector financing and land use.  He regularly represents shopping center 
developers and other developers in connection with acquisitions, sales and financings of commercial and retail 
development site. He regularly represents nationally recognized Shopping Center developers in connection with 
the leasing of Shopping Centers nationwide. He also represents a Fortune 100 company in the leasing of large 
warehouse locations throughout the United States on an as needed basis for their operations.  He is currently a 
Summer Editor of the ICSC Shopping Center Legal Update for 2015 identifying and examining current legal cases 
which may have an impact on the Shopping Center industry. 
 
NANCY SCHIRMER RENDOS is Vice President/Senior Development & Leasing Counsel for MACERICH where 
she practices in retail leasing and shopping center development, provides counsel to the management, 
development, operations and leasing departments, and participates in company task forces for new initiatives.  
Prior to joining MACERICH, Nancy was President of Rendos Law Office, Excelsior, MN, and in-house counsel 
with General Growth Management, Inc. and Funco, Inc., a national video game retailer, both of Minneapolis, MN.  
Ms. Rendos graduated from the University of Iowa, with a B.A., high academic distinction, Economics and 
German, was admitted to Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Eta Sigma, and received a J.D., with honors, from George 
Washington University – National Law Center, Washington, D.C. where she was a Student Bar Association 
Representative. She is admitted to practice law in Minnesota and is a member of the Minnesota and Hennepin 
County Bar Associations and the ICSC.    
 
STEVEN J. ROBERTS has been practicing in the commercial real estate law field since 1983 representing both 
landlords and tenants He is currently practicing law in the DC area and is “Of Counsel” to the law firm of Hirschel, 
Savitz, Parker and Holman in Gaithersburg, Maryland. Prior to joining HSPH, Mr. Roberts served as real estate 
counsel to The Limited Inc. before moving on to Wilmorite Inc. where he served as vice president of the legal 
department for the national shopping center developer. He later joined Altman, Kritzer & Levick where he was a 
partner. He recently served as vice president of real estate law for Ahold USA. Steve graduated magna cum 
laude from St. John Fisher College and received his Juris Doctor degree from the State University of New York at 
Buffalo Law School. 
 
MICHAEL L. ROBERTSON's practice during the last twenty-five years has concentrated on the representation of 
retailers in the acquisition, development, sale and leasing of retail properties. Mike and his partners have the 
pleasure of representing Barnes & Noble, a relationship that began in 1990. They were heavily involved in the roll-
out and expansion of the Barnes & Noble Superstore concept that began in 1992. Mike's retail practice also 
proudly includes representing The Container Store, Ulta and all brands of Gap, Inc. His general real estate 
practice includes the purchase, sale and leasing of commercial properties.  Mike is a frequent speaker at real 
estate law seminars, including prior ICSC Law Conferences. Mike is married with five children and two 
grandchildren and lives and works in the city of his birth, Austin, Texas. 
 
STEVEN B. ROOSA is a partner in Holland & Knight's New York office and co-chair of the Data Privacy and 
Security Team. He is also a fellow emeritus at the Center for Information Technology Policy (CITP) at Princeton 
University. His practice focuses on advising companies on a wide spectrum of technology and legal issues 
pertaining to privacy and data security. Mr. Roosa's day-to-day practice includes helping companies better 
understand the privacy profile of their websites and mobile apps and translating that knowledge into actionable 
risk management options.  In the courtroom, Mr. Roosa represents a diverse array of companies in matters 
relating to consumer protection, online defamation, commercial disputes, and state and federal administrative law.  
Typical clients include Fortune 500 corporations, privately held companies, large retailers, technology companies 
and nonprofit entities. 
 



JARED H. ROTHMAN is a partner at The Flateman Law Firm in New York City, a firm that concentrates on 
national retail leasing.  A graduate of Syracuse University's College of Law, he has been a member of both the 
New York and New Jersey bars since 2006.  His practice focuses on retail leasing, representing both landlords 
and tenants of all kinds of retail properties, including outlet centers, enclosed malls, strip centers, urban/street 
front retail, lifestyle centers and mixed use properties, located throughout the United States and Canada.  Jared’s 
clients include many national retailers and developers, who seek his advice and skills on the practical business 
aspects that underlie lease negotiations today.  He has led several roundtables at the ICSC Law Conference on 
topics that include "Shopping Center Grand Openings", "Gross Sales Kick-Outs" and "Assignment and 
Subletting". 
 
BENNO G. ROTHSCHILD’s practice areas include real estate, with an emphasis on retail acquisitions, 
dispositions, and leasing. He also enjoys extensive experience in real estate finance. He co-chairs the firm’s 
Outlet Shopping Center Practice Group. Involved in retail real estate leasing from both the landlord and tenant 
side with tenants ranging in size from less than 1,000 feet to anchor department store leases for stores greater 
than 100,000 square feet, Mr. Rothschild has also represented local small shop tenants, national small and mid-
size tenants, and anchor tenants in both strip shopping centers and malls. He possesses wide experience in 
representing landlords in various leasing activities, including office and industrial properties. Mr. Rothschild has 
worked extensively on shopping center developments, from land acquisition through construction and disposition 
and has developed a specialty practice in outlet shopping center leasing and development. 
 
HANK ROUDA has worked in the retail real estate field for over 20 years.  He is currently General Counsel – 
North America at H&M, where he oversees all legal, regulatory compliance and lease administration for H&M’s 
US, Canadian and Mexican operations.  He started in retail as Associate General Counsel for Sam Zell’s 
shopping center company, where he was responsible for the legal aspects of their centers.  After that, Hank was 
an associate in the semi-captive law firm representing LaSalle Partners.  He then became Foot Locker, Inc.’s 
Director of Leasing Services for 10 years, where he supervised all leasing legal activity for Foot Locker Inc.’s US 
and Canadian stores. After that Hank became Vice President – Legal Affairs for DLC Management Corp., where 
he was responsible for all legal activities of the company.  Hank received his B.S. from Miami University in 1983 
and his J.D. from Boston College Law School in 1986. 
 
STEVEN SACHS is an Executive Vice-President of Willis and Director of their Real Estate and Hotel Practice.  
Mr. Sachs has over 30 years of experience in the real estate development field as risk manager and insurance 
broker.  Mr. Sachs developed the risk management function at The Rouse Company and was employed as their 
Risk Manager as an employee, and on a contractual basis, for over 31 years. He is a frequent speaker at the Risk 
and Insurance Management Society National Conference on disaster planning, managing large losses and loss 
forecasting and co-founded their Real Estate Industry Group.  In 2006, Risk and Insurance Magazine awarded 
Mr. Sachs its Power Broker designation recognizing his dedication to clients and commitment to excellence.  Mr. 
Sachs has a B.A. in History from Duke University and a Masters in Liberal Arts from Johns Hopkins. 
 
LEE SAMUELSON is a real estate partner at Hogan Lovells. He has significant experience in structuring and 
executing the full spectrum of real estate transactions. This experience includes large portfolio transactions; joint 
ventures and funds; mortgage loans; revolving credit facilities; project finance transactions; synthetic leases; 
mezzanine financing; single asset and multiple asset securitized finance transactions; and purchase and sale 
transactions for trophy properties, shopping centers, regional malls, hotels, office buildings, senior living facilities, 
and mixed-use developments. Lee is also knowledgeable about a wide variety of commercial leases, architecture 
and construction agreements, and property management agreements. J.D., cum laude, Cornell University Law 
School, 1994; M.S., New York University, 1991; B.A., Emory University, 1987. 
 
DIANE M. SAUNDERS is a Shareholder in the Boston office of Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C.  
Ms. Saunders is the Co-Chair of the firm’s Retail Practice Group and a member of the Class Action Steering 
Committee.  Ms. Saunders has been helping retail employers solve their employment issues and disputes for over 
20 years.  Representative matters include wage and hour, trade secret and non-competition issues, 
discrimination, harassment, retaliation, wrongful discharge, and workplace torts and contract disputes.  Ms. 
Saunders also has significant expertise in defending class and collective actions.  Ms. Saunders defends class 
and collective action suits alleging violations of the Fair Labor Standards Act, the Equal Pay Act, and 
Massachusetts wage and hour laws, including the Massachusetts Tips Law and the Massachusetts Independent 
Contractor Law.  She also defends pattern and practice discrimination class actions, including allegations of 
class-wide discrimination, harassment, and retaliation. 
  
ABE J. SCHEAR is a partner in the Atlanta office of Arnall Golden Gregory LLP.  Abe concentrates his practice 
on representing national and local landlords and tenants on various retail projects including malls, mixed-use 
projects, specialty retail projects as well as residential and/or office buildings.  He is a frequent speaker at ICSC 



conferences and is a Fellow of ACREL.  Additionally, Abe is the co-chair of the firm’s retail team, chair of the 
firm’s cross-border team and the chair of the firm’s Israel team.  He is an active member of the International Bar 
Association (and an officer of the group’s Law Firm Management Committee).  He actively works with 
international investors on their U.S. portfolios.  Abe is a graduate of Emory University’s business school and law 
school.  He is, additionally, a frequent writer on all things baseball. 
 
GEORGE A. SCHMIDT joined Frost Brown Todd as a Member on April 2, 2015 after serving as in-house counsel 
for Glimcher Realty Trust for nearly 20 years. He previously led a team of 10 attorneys, 2 paralegals and 5 
administration officers and handled the company's legal matters including tenant leases, property acquisitions and 
depositions, compliance regulations, Securities and Exchange Commission filings, service agreements, public 
share offerings, litigation and new development. During a portion of his tenure at Glimcher, George also served as 
Chief Investment Officer, responsible for Business Negotiations for all acquisitions, depositions, new development 
and construction, re-development, and joint ventures including negotiating a Blackstone Joint Venture for the 
acquisition of several regional malls. 
 
RUTH SCHOENMEYER is currently Of Counsel at Pircher, Nichols & Meeks.  Prior to joining Pircher, Ms. 
Schoenmeyer was Senior Counsel at McDonald’s Corporation. She has extensive experience representing 
landlords and tenants in leasing transactions, including leases relating to retail, office and industrial properties, 
and she is also a frequent speaker about real estate topics, both nationally and locally.  Ms. Schoenmeyer co-
authored the article "Is a Burrito a Sandwich?  Recent Cases Yield Restrictive Covenant Practice Pointers," which 
appeared in the January/February 2014 issue of Probate and Property.  Ms. Schoenmeyer is currently Chair of 
the Retail Leasing Committee of the Real Property Trusts and Estates Section of the American Bar Association 
and was, until recently, a member of the Board of Directors of Illinois Legal Aid Online. 
 
LILA SHAPIRO-CYR, a partner in Ballard Spahr’s Real Estate Department, represents clients in real estate 
acquisitions, development, leasing, and financing. Her practice focuses on mixed-use, shopping center and urban 
development, representing buyers, sellers, owners and tenants, and she has significant experience in complex 
affordable housing development. Lila was named among 2012’s Top 100 Women in Maryland by The Daily 
Record in recognition of “high-achieving Maryland women who are making an impact through their leadership, 
community service, and mentoring.” She is former chair of the Real Property, Planning, and Zoning Section of the 
Maryland State Bar Association and is on the Board of Trustees for the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law. Lila has been named “Up and Coming” in Chambers USA (2013-2014) and is a member of the ICSC Law 
Conference Program Committee. Lila is a graduate of Haverford College and the University of Maryland School of 
Law.  
 
KEVIN L. SHEPHERD is a partner in the Real Estate Practice Group, Managing Director of Finance, Chair of the 
Finance Committee, and member of the Management Committee and Venable Board at Venable LLP in 
Baltimore, Maryland.  Kevin primarily represents REITs, private equity investors, pension funds, and multi-national 
corporations on real estate transactions.  Kevin is a member of the ABA House of Delegates, a former chair of the 
ABA Section of Real Property, Trust and Estate Law, a past president of the American College of Real Estate 
Lawyers, a governor of the Anglo-American Real Property Institute, and a Fellow of the American College of 
Mortgage Attorneys and the American Bar Foundation (Maryland chair).  Kevin is chair of the ABA Task Force on 
Gatekeeper Regulation and the Profession.  Kevin is the author of several law review articles, and frequently 
speaks domestically and internationally on real estate issues. 
 
MINDY WOLIN SHERMAN is a partner at Perkins Coie LLP where she heads the team advising clients with 
respect to the management, leasing and disposition of retail properties.  Mindy is the former general counsel of 
Urban Retail Properties Co., a major shopping center development and management firm.  Since returning to 
private practice, Mindy continues to focus her practice on all aspects of the retail world with an emphasis on 
assisting her clients in maximizing the value of their assets.  Mindy has more than 30 years of experience in the 
areas of leasing, acquisitions, dispositions, development and redevelopment of all property classes, and the real 
estate aspects of mergers and acquisitions.  Mindy is an active member of the International Council of Shopping 
Centers, is on the Advisory Board for the Georgetown University Advanced Commercial Leasing Institute and is a 
frequent speaker on the subject of retail leasing. 
 
KATHY SHERWOOD is Vice President and Senior Leasing Counsel for Macerich (based in Santa Monica, CA), 
and offices in the Dallas, TX regional office.  Macerich (NYSE: MAC) is an owner, operator and developer of large 
regional shopping centers, with key markets in Arizona, California, New York City, and Washington DC.   Prior to 
joining Macerich, Kathy was real estate counsel with General Growth Management, Inc. in Minneapolis, MN and 
an associate with the law firm of Krass and Monroe in Bloomington, MN.  She received her B.A. from Bethel 
College in St. Paul, MN, and J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School, Minneapolis, MN. Kathy is a 
frequent speaker at the ICSC Law Conference. 



 
JESSICA MICKELSEN SIMON is an Associate at Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP in the Insolvency and 
Restructuring group.   She regularly represents creditors in bankruptcy, including commercial landlords, financial 
institutions, federal receivers, business owners, and individuals.  She has served as counsel to debtors-in-
possession and Chapter 11 trustees.  Her shopping center work focuses on landlord/tenant disputes in 
bankruptcy involving leases of non-residential real property and the sale and restructuring of distressed 
companies, as well as landlord litigation and counseling.  She previously served as a law clerk to a U.S. district 
court judge and state appellate court judge.  She graduated cum laude from American University, Washington 
College of Law, and with class honors from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.  She is a member of the 
American Bankruptcy Institute and the Bankruptcy Section of the Los Angeles County Bar Association, and is 
admitted to practice in California, Hawaii, the District of Columbia, and Maryland.   
 
ELLEN SINREICH, LEED AP, is the Founder and Managing Principal of The Sinreich Group, a real estate law 
firm and Founder and President of Green Edge, LLC, a sustainability consulting firm. Clients of both firms reap 
the benefits of Ellen’s distinctive blend of real estate, legal and sustainability expertise.  In addition to representing 
Fortune 500 companies, REITs, governmental agencies and entrepreneurs in connection with over $15 billion of 
successfully completed real estate transactions throughout the United States, Ellen has helped many of these 
same organizations improve bottom line performance by greening their companies and their real estate. Ellen is 
on the faculty of New York University’s Schack Institute of Real Estate, Membership Chair of the Urban Land 
Institute’s NY Women’s Leadership Initiative and New York/Northern New Jersey State Director for the ICSC. 
Ellen is a graduate of Columbia Law School and former General Counsel of DLC Management Corp. 
 
ROBYN MINTER SMYERS is the Partner-in-Charge of the Cleveland office of Thompson Hine, where she is a 
Partner in the Real Estate, Construction and Corporate Practice Groups and former Chair of the Diversity & 
Inclusion Initiative. Robyn focuses her practice on acquisitions and sales, development, financing, leasing and 
corporate transactions.  The coordination of complex transactions, including ground-up development deals and 
multi-site, multi-state acquisitions and divestitures, are her forte. Her practice has a particular focus on shopping 
center deals, urban redevelopment projects, public-private partnership transactions and hotel developments.  She 
also managed a structured program for legal leasing work for a national retailer.  Robyn is a graduate of Harvard 
College and Yale Law School and is admitted to practice in New York and Ohio. 
 
JONATHAN SPERGEL is the managing partner of Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox LLP in Bala Cynwyd, 
Pennsylvania, the environmental and energy law firm with which he started his legal career in 1993.  He handles 
a wide variety of environmental legal issues, including the environmental aspects of real estate transactions and 
brownfields sites, environmental insurance procurement and coverage issues, public funding opportunities, 
regulatory compliance counseling, and litigation for commercial, industrial, residential, and individual clients.  
From September 2001 to February 2003, Jonathan served as general counsel of O'Neill Properties, a regional 
mid-Atlantic real estate development company focusing on the redevelopment of brownfields.   
 
SUZANNE SPRAGUE-TRAMMELL is an attorney with Stutzman, Bromberg, Esserman & Plifka in Dallas, Texas, 
where she works with landlords, tenants, investors and lenders on a variety of real estate matters.  Her practice 
includes retail, commercial and datacenter clients.  Suzanne has practiced law for nine (9) years, and is a former 
Senior Counsel for J. C. Penney.   She holds a J. D. from Southern Methodist University, an M. A. in journalism 
from the University of Missouri and a B. A. in political science from Wellesley College.  Prior to law school, 
Suzanne worked for seven (7) years as a public radio and television news reporter.  Suzanne and her family live 
outside Dallas. 
 
JARRET STEPHENS is an attorney in the New York Office of Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP, a global law firm 
with offices in over 50 countries.  Jarret's retail leasing experience includes representation of high end specialty 
retailers with multiple locations, including Fairway Markets and The Men’s Wearhouse.  She also advises 
international institutional clients in connection with negotiating joint venture agreements, mortgage financings, 
sale-leaseback transactions, mezzanine loans and acquisitions and dispositions.  Jarret has been named a Super 
Lawyers Rising Star since 2011.  Jarret is also an editor of the ICSC Retail Law Strategist and a frequent speaker 
at ICSC events.  In her free time, Jarret performs classical choral music with the Dalton Chorale in New York City. 
 
ROBERT J. STEWART III is Senior Real Estate Counsel at Pyramid Management Group, LLC, a private 
developer managing and operating a real estate portfolio of properties in New York, Massachusetts and Virginia, 
consisting of over 18 million square feet of retail space.  He has been with Pyramid for over 14 years.  Robert 
received his B.A. in Economics and B.A. in Political Science from the University of Michigan, his J.D. from 
Syracuse University, with honors, his Masters in Public Administration from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and 
Public Policy at Syracuse University, and his MBA from Le Moyne College.  Robert is admitted to practice in New 



York and New Jersey.  Robert also teaches undergraduate and graduate level business law and business ethics 
courses for Keuka College. 
 
MARK D. STOUT is Vice President and General Counsel for Weingarten Realty. As General Counsel, Mark 
manages a team of thirty-seven associates. While Mark supervises the division leaders of the Growth, 
Development, Litigation/Records, and Governmental sections of the Legal Department, he also directly manages 
the Leasing division of the department.  Mark joined Weingarten as Assistant Counsel in May 1994, to form the 
Acquisitions division of the Legal Department, and thereafter served as manager of that division until May 2003, 
when he was appointed manager of the Leasing division of the Legal Department. In 2005, he was elected to the 
position of Vice President/Associate General Counsel, and then on June 1, 2012, was promoted to Vice 
President/General Counsel. 
Prior to joining Weingarten Realty, Mark practiced real estate and mortgage finance law for ten years in the 
Houston office of Butler & Binion, LLP.   
 
MICHAEL TAXIN is General Counsel and VP, Operations with RKF, a brokerage company specializing in retail 
leasing and investment sales.  Over the last 10 years Michael has helped RKF expand from its headquarters in 
New York to offices in Los Angeles, Chicago, Miami, Las Vegas, San Francisco, New Jersey, Minneapolis and 
Toronto, with affiliations in London and Hong Kong.  Michael is responsible for all contracts, corporate matters, 
employment, litigation, and other legal matters, while also managing the company’s brokerage operations. 
Michael joined RKF in 2005 and was named General Counsel in 2013. Prior to joining RFK, Michael worked at 
law firms in New York City and at Major League Soccer.  Michael received a JD from Fordham Law School and 
BA from the Newhouse School of Communications at Syracuse University.  He is a member of the NYSBA, ABA, 
REBNY and ICSC, and a licensed broker in New York and Massachusetts. 
 
TIM TIKALSKY is a CPA with 34 years’ experience in public accounting. He joined RINA accountancy 
corporation (RINA) in 1995 after a career with Deloitte and became a Stockholder in January 1999.  He currently 
heads RINA’s Real Estate Practice Group. Tim specializes in tax planning, compliance and consulting for medium 
to large closely-held companies, partnerships and fiduciaries. Tim is a frequent contributor to professional and 
technical publications and is editor of RINA’s quarterly newsletter, “The Real Estate Report.” He is also a frequent 
speaker at professional and industry events such as the International Council of Shopping Center’s (ICSC) 
Annual Law Conference, the Alameda County Bar Association (ACBA) and the Northern California Commercial 
Association of Realtors (NCCAR) and has been a frequent guest on the SF Bay Area radio station KNBR 680’s 
“Gary Allen on Business”.  Tim has been an Adjunct Professor of Taxation at California State University East Bay 
since 2006. 
 
MARIA POPE TOLIOPOULOS is the SVP and Director of Leasing for Retail Properties of America, Inc. (“RPAI”), 
where she oversees the leasing of RPAI’s portfolio. Prior to assuming this role in 2011, Ms. Toliopoulos was an 
Associate Counsel in the Legal Department, where she concentrated on leasing, acquisitions, dispositions, 
financing and other legal matters.  Prior to joining RPAI, she was an attorney at Holland & Knight and Daspin & 
Aument, where she represented developers in the acquisition, entitlement, financing, leasing, management and 
disposition of retail, office, industrial and condominium projects.  Ms. Toliopoulos received her B.A. in English 
Literature from Loyola University of Chicago and her J.D. cum laude and L.L.M. with honors in Information 
Technology and Privacy Law from the John Marshall Law School.  She is a licensed attorney and member of 
various trade organizations and has been published on various topics from technology and privacy to commercial 
leasing. 
 
CHRISTIAN F. TORGRIMSON as a founding and managing partner of Pursley Friese Torgrimson, helps her 
business and real estate clients obtain the just compensation guaranteed them by the Constitution when the 
government condemns private property.  She has litigated eminent domain/condemnation proceedings, private 
property disputes, and other real-estate-related matters for 16 years.  Christian represents a wide spectrum of 
property owners and interests, including large and small businesses, mixed-use and shopping/retail centers, 
industrial and manufacturing owners, developers, corporations, hotel operators and owners, c-store and gasoline 
company tenants, operators and owners, restaurant franchisors and franchisees and individual homeowners.  As 
a national speaker on Georgia eminent domain law, Christian frequently writes and speaks on condemnation 
issues for various professional organizations. Christian is the Georgia editor and writes the chapter on Georgia 
law for the national eminent domain compendium, Law and Procedure of Eminent Domain in the Fifty States, 
published by the American Bar Association. 
 
RONALD M. TUCKER is Vice President/Bankruptcy Counsel at Simon Property Group, Inc., largest publicly 
traded Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) in North America.  He is a member of ICSC Government Economic 
Issues Subcommittee including Bankruptcy reform.  He served as a member and/or chairman of one hundred and 
fifty-six (156) Bankruptcy Creditor’s Committees, including, Wet Seal; Radio Shack; Circuit City; Borders; 



Coldwater Creek; Sbarro; Brookstone; etc. Mr. Tucker received his Juris Doctorate from Indiana University School 
of Law and holds a Bachelor of Science, Magna Cum Laude from Ball State University.  He is a member of the 
Indiana Bar Association and the American Bankruptcy Institute.  He is a frequent speaker on Retail Bankruptcy at 
the ICSC Law Conference, Financial Advisory Conference, the New York Bankruptcy Bar, and various ABI 
Conferences.  He is admitted to practice before the Indiana Bar, United States District Court of Indiana, and the 
United States Supreme Court.   
 
DAN VILLALPANDO is a Partner in the Los Angeles office of Cox, Castle & Nicholson LLP.  Mr. Villalpando’s 
practice focuses on retail development and commercial leasing.  Mr. Villalpando specializes in the representation 
of commercial developers in connection with all aspects of shopping center development, including the acquisition 
and disposition of commercial real estate and the negotiation and drafting of development agreements, reciprocal 
easement agreements, declarations and major tenant leases.  Mr. Villalpando was admitted to the bar in 1994.  
He received his B.A. from Amherst College in 1991 and his J.D. from the University of California at Los Angeles in 
1994.  Mr. Villalpando has been a repeat lecturer/panelist on “Commercial Real Property Leases” and “Drafting 
and Negotiating Office Leases” for the California Continuing Education of the Bar.  Mr. Villalpando is also a 
frequent speaker for the Los Angeles County Bar Association and has published numerous articles on retail 
development and leasing.   
 
AUBREY WADDELL is Vice President and Senior Counsel for Jones Lang LaSalle’s Global Corporate Solutions 
Group, which provides facility, construction and transaction management services for corporate occupier clients 
worldwide.  Previously, she was Senior Counsel for JLL’s Americas Retail Group.  Her current responsibilities 
include negotiating global outsourcing contracts, claim and litigation management, ethics training and 
investigations.  Prior to joining JLL, Aubrey was in private practice with DLA Piper and Alston & Bird.  She 
received her undergraduate degree in Commerce from the University of Virginia, and a J.D. from Vanderbilt 
University Law School. 
 
MARC E. WASSER is a partner at Goldfarb & Fleece LLP a commercial real estate boutique law firm in New York 
City.  Experienced in all aspects of commercial real estate transactions, Marc’s practice focuses on the retail 
sector.  Marc represents a number of prominent national and New York City developers in connection with the 
leasing of their various projects ranging from regional enclosed malls to mixed use projects to “street” locations.  
In connection with such representation, Marc counsels his clients on the wide variety of issues which arise in the 
retail leasing arena and is well versed in the nuances of co-tenancy clauses, kick-out rights, assignment and 
subletting issues and exclusive clauses.  Marc has represented Vornado Realty Trust, General Growth 
Properties, Urban Edge Properties, Westfield and Related Companies, among others.  Marc has also lectured on 
retail lease issues at Columbia University. 
 
MATTHEW I. WEINSTEIN is a Member of the Real Estate Practice Group in the Business Law Department as 
well as a member of the Real Estate Construction Industry Practice Group at Cozen O’Connor.  Matthew has 
extensive experience representing shopping center developers, shopping center owners and landlords in all 
aspects of the acquisition, development, financing, leasing and disposition of retail developments. He also 
represents many local, regional and national tenants and landlords in negotiating leases for retail, office, 
warehouse and industrial space in shopping centers, office complexes, industrial sites, technology parks and 
incubation centers.  Matthew earned his law degree, magna cum laude, from Villanova Law School, where he 
was the managing editor of outside articles for the Villanova Law Review and was elected to the Order of the Coif.   
He earned his undergraduate degree from Columbia College in the City of New York. 
 
MARK S. WEINSTOCK is Vice President and General Counsel of Robertson Properties Group (RPG), a real 
estate development company based in Los Angeles that owns and manages approximately six million square feet 
of developed projects in California, Hawaii and the Pacific Northwest. Mark is involved in managing the legal 
affairs of RPG’s affiliated companies, including ArcLight Cinemas, Pacific Theatres and Hollybrook Senior Living 
and also has primary accountability for sourcing, acquiring and developing new sites for ArcLight Cinemas as part 
of its national expansion.  Prior to joining RPG in 2005, Mark was a partner in the law firm of Jeffer, Mangels, 
Butler & Marmaro LLP, in Los Angeles, where he practiced in the firm’s Real Estate Department and Global 
Hospitality Group.  Mark received his B.A. degree in Psychology from the University of California, Santa Barbara 
(Summa Cum Laude) and received his J.D. degree from the Northwestern University School of Law. 
 
PAM WESTHOFF is a partner in Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP’s Real Estate, Land Use and 
Environmental Practice Group in the firm’s Los Angeles office.  Over her nearly 30-year career handling real 
estate transactions, Pam has worked on a wide variety of deals for a broad range of clients. Pam’s practice 
focuses on real estate acquisitions and dispositions, including retail, office, industrial, development parcels and 
high-end residential. In addition, Pam negotiates complex retail, office and ground leases and her team 
specializes in handling government leases, including with the GSA and State and Federal agencies.  Pam 



regularly handles corporate properties and portfolio real estate deals for Fortune 500 companies.  She has been 
elected to the American College of Real Estate Lawyers, recognized in 2014 as one of California’s Top Real 
Estate Transactional Attorneys by the Daily Journal and named among Los Angeles’ Top 50 Power Women by 
BisNow. 
 
BRUCE E. WICKLINE is Senior Associate General Counsel for Walmart Stores. Mr. Wickline manages a team of 
attorneys and paralegals that are responsible for providing legal support for all new Walmart stores and Sam’s 
Club real estate development projects in the Eastern United States. Prior to joining Walmart, Mr. Wickline served 
as Assistant General Counsel at Glimcher Realty Trust in Columbus, Ohio and as Staff Counsel at Consolidated 
Stores Corporation. 
 
ARNON WIENER is CEO of Leaseprobe, LLC and Real Diligence, LLC. Mr. Wiener’s areas of expertise include 
commercial lease negotiation, financial due diligence reviews and complex real estate, construction, and 
commercial litigation. Mr. Wiener has represented large real estate developers and both shopping center owners 
and tenants in various aspects of negotiating commercial leases and otherwise resolving commercial lease 
disputes through the court system. Mr. Wiener earned his Juris Doctorate from Georgetown University Law 
Center in 1999, where he was a recipient of the Nordlinger Behrend Scholarship Award for academic 
achievement. Mr. Wiener was admitted to the Maryland State Bar in 1999, and was also admitted to the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Maryland Bar. He served as a judicial law clerk for the 5th District, Circuit Court of 
Maryland. After clerking, he worked as an attorney at the firms of Venable, LLP, and Blades and Rosenfeld, P.A. 
 
For COREY J. WILK, a Director at Goulston & Storrs PC in Boston, Massachusetts, commercial real estate, 
hospitality, and retail matters are at the center of his practice.  Corey has a particular focus in the areas of 
acquisitions, dispositions, financings, and leasing, as well as liquor licensing, hotel management agreements, and 
hotel franchise agreements. During his eleven years at Goulston, Corey has represented a national retailer in 
negotiating ground leases for sites in New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut for the development of warehouse 
clubs, represented a full-service travel center company in the acquisition and disposition of travel centers and fuel 
facilities throughout the United States, and represented a national developer with permitting, leasing, and 
financing of a 650,000 square foot open-air shopping center in Massachusetts. Corey was ranked in Chambers 
USA in 2013 and 2014, with sources stating that Corey is "very articulate, very quick with his work but very 
accurate..." 
 
JULIE A.S. WILLIAMSON practices at Julie A.S. Williamson, P.A., (previously at Akerman LLP) in Miami, and 
devotes significant time to pro bono projects.  A graduate of Stanford University and Fordham Law School, she is 
board member of ACREL; past board member, Georgetown Advanced Commercial Leasing Institute; Past Chair, 
Florida Bar RPPTL Section; editor of Florida Bar’s Florida Real Property Complex Transactions; past-president, 
CREW-Miami and University of Miami Citizen’s Board. She is founding Chair of St. Martha-Yamaha Concert 
Series; board secretary, Foundation for New Educational Initiatives; recipient, Miami-Dade County School’s 
Superintendent’s Award and Stanford University’s Gold Spike; member, Miami Dade Gay & Lesbian Chamber of 
Commerce, Miami Salon Group, and Funding Arts Network.  She has been in Florida Trend's "legal elite"; Florida 
Real Estate Journal's "Top Women in Commercial Real Estate"; Law & Politics' "Super Lawyers"; International 
Who's Who of Business Lawyers, and Best Lawyers in America (Real Estate). 
 
KEITH N. WILSON, Director, Real Estate Law for Ahold U.S.A. Inc., Quincy Ma. Keith has 30+ years in the 
commercial real estate industry and has experience in all areas of commercial real estate, with a concentration in 
leasing and development work. His work currently focuses grocery anchored centers as well as community 
centers. In his career he has worked for a title insurance company, major retailers and as a partner in a mid- sized 
law firm. He received his college degree from American University and his J.D. from Drake University. 
 
THEODORE E. WOODWARD is a senior associate in the Real Estate department of Seyfarth Shaw LLP.  Mr. 
Woodward routinely represents clients in all facets of transactions involving the leasing, acquisition, disposition, 
financing and development of commercial real estate, including multi-family, retail, office and industrial assets.  
Mr. Woodward has extensive experience representing commercial real estate developers and owners of multi-
family and retail projects, including apartment developers and Big Box retailers, with respect to the acquisition, 
financing, development, operation and, ultimately, sale of properties across the United States. In addition, Mr. 
Woodward regularly provides counsel to both landlords and tenants regarding office, industrial and retail leasing 
matters, including the structure of transactions and the negotiation of leases, and assists clients with ongoing 
landlord/tenant relations and other operational matters.  Mr. Woodward’s practice is enhanced by his experience 
assisting both creditors and borrowers in distressed real estate and loan work-out transactions. 
 
DANIEL K. WRIGHT, II is a member of the Business Department at Tucker Ellis LLP, resident in its Cleveland 
office, where he focuses his practice on all aspects of real estate development, finance and leasing with emphasis 



on environmental issues, distressed debt, construction law, joint ventures, and government incentives.  Mr. Wright 
spent 12 years as Assistant General Counsel of DeBartolo Group in Youngstown, OH, where he was responsible 
for all legal work in connection with the development of eight super-regional shopping centers and four urban 
mixed-use projects, and played a significant role in the restructuring of over $4 Billion in secured and unsecured 
debt to 12 of the largest banks in the country.  Mr. Wright is now serving his second term on the ICSC’s Legal 
Advisory Council, is a member of the Editorial Board of Shopping Center Legal Update, and currently chairs 
ICSC’s Ohio Government Relations Committee. 
 
DEBRA L. YURINICH is Senior Counsel, Director of Lease Administration at International Market Centers (IMC). 
As a member of the legal team at IMC, Debbie is responsible for Lease Administration for the world's largest 
operator of premier showroom space for the furnishings, home décor and gift industries, with 11.5 million square 
feet of world-class exhibition space in High Point, N.C. and Las Vegas, NV including drafting and administering 
leases for up to 5.1 million square feet of showroom space in Las Vegas, and supporting the Finance, Operations, 
Facilities, Tenant Relations and Marketing departments. Prior to her employment with IMC, Debbie was Senior 
Real Estate Counsel at Toys “R” Us.  Debbie received her law degree from The John Marshall Law School, where 
she was a member of the Moot Court Board. 


