BY THE NUMBERS
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A mild start for holiday season 2006
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The 2006 holiday shopping season will get off to a much milder start than last year, especially in the
East, with significantly fewer snowstorms. But the West Coast will likely suffer colder and snowier
weather during December, with heavy rainfall from California to Texas having some negative impact
on holiday sales. A frigid end to the month nationwide may affect the gift-exchange period.

Data are from a survey of 1,507 consumers.
Source: WSL Strategic Retail Source: SDI/Weather Trends
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