BY THE NUMBERS

Seniors look beyond the drugstore
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Nearly 40 percent of Americans fill their prescriptions at a drugstore such as Walgreens or CVS, but if they
are older, they are more prone to seek other sources for those drugs, according to an online survey of 8,500
consumers. The survey found that less than a third of consumers 65 or older will take their prescriptions to

drugstores, opting instead for discount and grocery stores or other alternative outlets.

Source: BIGresearch

Nontraditional grocers drive new center openings

Nontraditional grocery shopping venues are outpacing the traditional grocery store openings in new centers, according to an analysis of new center construction in the past 10
years. Target and Wal-Mart lead this group, with some gourmet grocery retailers, such as Wild Oats and Whole Foods, posting double-digit growth. Supermarket growth in
shopping centers remains in the single digits.
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Top 10 U.S. counties by employment growth

Workers in Rutherford County, Tenn., saw their numbers swell more than those
elsewhere in the U.S. between 2003 and 2004, according to census data.
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their best gains in six years.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

October 2005 will be the coldest in several years, which should bode well for store
traffic. The beginning of the month is expected to be warm, however, which could bring
Columbus Day sales down a bit. The hurricane season will begin to settle down, but the
East Coast and Texas will still be at some risk for hurricanes and related store damage
or closings. Overall, though, the weather could help lift October same-store sales to

Source: SDI/Weather Trends
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